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From the Revd Sally
Dear Friends

Welcome to March, the month of new life, new beginnings and
celebrating the hope we have in Christ as we travel through Lent
to the foot of the cross.

As I write this piece General Synod is meeting for the first time
with our new Archbishop of Canterbury at the helm. I thought I would share parts of
her address which I think speaks to us all at this time of reflection and discussion,
regarding the direction of mission and growth at All Saints’ Church.

The congregation and outreach of All Saints’ has grown over the last few years and we
are thankful to God for that. However, this brings new challenges, in particular with our
worshipping space, its flexibility, accessibility and the cost of heating it. There is also
more pressure on the modest group of volunteers who give their time and talents to
run the finances, upkeep the building, plan events, raise much needed funds, and serve
the people attending the services and weekly activities.

Archbishop Sarah said:
‘’I stand here among you by no means for the first
time, but for the first time as the Archbishop of
Canterbury. It is a humbling privilege to be called to
serve in this role. It brings with it huge weight of
responsibility, at a time when people love to remind
me that the church faces significant challenges.’’

All Saints’ Church has a responsibility in this parish
and community which is both a privilege and a
burden. We seek to be relevant in the lives of people,
but we live in a society where there is much
competing noise so that we cannot always be heard.
We represent, at grass roots level, a Church that has
fundamental theological disagreements, lack of
funding, lack of volunteers as well as a lack of clergy.
We live in stormy times, but Archbishop Sarah said:

‘’When the wind and the waves are rocking the boat, I am reminded that what I
need to do is to focus on Christ, who calms the waters and stills the wind. With your
help and with God’s grace, I pray that I am able to approach this ministry with calm,
consistency and compassion – as we seek to be what the Church has for so long
been: a stable presence in an unstable world.

mailto:julian_mallett@yahoo.co.uk
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From the Rector continued

“Do, please, continue to pray for me in the months and years to come, as I will always
pray for you. I do not carry my new responsibilities alone. We serve God’s church
together, lay and ordained; uniquely reflecting God’s image into one another; offering
our richly varied gifts and perspectives; aspiring to treat one another with love, dignity
and respect; setting our faces towards Christ and remembering his prayer that we
should be one in our love for God and of one another.”

In changing times, we need to look to the unchanging God, who stands steadfast,
urging us forward, because standing still is not an option. Archbishop Sarah continues:

“At my Confirmation of Election, I was deeply moved to be asked, during the Charge
which was given to me, to ‘help the Church love itself more … believing that its best
days are still to come’. And I do believe that this is true. Through every challenge,
our hope in Christ remains - and our confidence in the Gospel, as good news for our
nation and for God’s world, is not shaken.

“I pray that the thread running through my time as Archbishop will be that of
nurturing confidence and hope, rooted not in institutions, but in God and the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. With our confidence in God, we can believe that indeed, the best is
yet to come for the church that we love and nurture, and therefore for the world
that the church is called to serve.”

The best is yet to come, what joy that statement conjures up and what hope that sets
among us as we strive to be a relevant, strong and servant presence in Springfield.

Archbishop Sarah finished her address with a message of hope and courage:
‘’It is sometimes said that hope is a muscle that we must build and develop. In the
seemingly impossible situations we see around the world, we must flex the muscle
of hope, strengthening our sense of God’s work and presence in the world. This does
not mean that we deny the challenges that are in front of us – the challenges of
inequality and injustice, the volatility of global politics, the climate crisis and more –
but it means we can say with confidence that God is in the midst of us.

“Reflecting on the parable of the pearl of great price, we might recall that pearls do
not come out of nowhere. Pearls are formed over a long period of time because of
grit in the oyster. There is no pearl without grit.’’

So let us embrace hope, face coming challenges with grit and form a beautiful pearl
here in our community.

Blessings
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Holy Week and Easter
Palm Sunday – 29 March

10.30am Holy Communion with distribution of palms
10.30am The Sunday Special Service

Monday 30 March
7.30pm Compline sung by the choir

Tuesday 31 March
7.30pm Compline

Wednesday 1 April
10.00am Holy Communion

7.30pm Compline

Maundy Thursday – 2 April
7.30pm Holy Communion – ending in silence

Good Friday – 3 April
9.40am Walk of Witness gathers on Springfield Green

for the walk with other churches into the city.
11.00am United Act of Worship in the High Street
2.00pm A service of readings and music in church

Easter Day – 5 April
8.00am Holy Communion

10.30am Communion Together
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This Land is Your Land
See, I have given you this land.  Deuteronomy 1:8a

St Ives, Cornwall
St Ives, Cornwall is a place that helps you
slow down and breathe. From the fresh
sea air to the warm, friendly atmosphere,
there’s something very special about it.
The town has five beautiful beaches, two
of which proudly hold Blue Flag status,
with soft white sand and clear blue water
that can rival the Mediterranean on sunny
days. Wandering along the cobbled
streets, browsing the Fore Street gift
shops, and enjoying local bakeries,
butchers, ice-cream and fudge parlours
and unique shops is a real joy. You’re
spoilt for choice with bars, cafés and
restaurants, from traditional British dishes
to cuisines from around the world, many
offering panoramic views. Whether it’s a
beach walk, a gentle boat trip, watching
surfers, visiting the many art galleries or
simply relaxing, St Ives is a place our
family returns to year after year, drawn
back time and again (since the ’60s) by

how quickly it helps you unwind and
makes us question the need to ever go
abroad.

Nicky Morecroft

North Norfolk
I look forward to our annual week’s
holiday on the North Norfolk coast where
we can enjoy the big skies, walk in the
countryside and along the beautiful
beaches, and sample some of the
excellent pubs and restaurants. Felbrigg
Hall and Blickling Estate are two National
Trust properties that are well worth a visit,
and my favourite place is the Old Vicarage
Gardens at West Runton which are
wonderful. For those who like steam
railways the North Norfolk Railway from

People are getting more and more concerned about the climate impact of travelling
abroad, particularly by plane or on cruises, so is it time to think about going on holiday
in the UK instead?  To whet your appetite, we asked All Saints’ church members to write
about some of their favourite UK holiday places …
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Sheringham to Holt is a must! If you enjoy
wildlife, Cley Marshes Nature Reserve has
an excellent centre, or you can take a trip
out to see the seals at Blakeney. The
Norfolk Broads are within easy reach too –
Norfolk has so many attractions that you
are spoilt for choice. Or you might just
want to sit on the seafront at Cromer
enjoying fish and chips!

Chris McFarland

Frinton, Essex
Our beach hut in Frinton has been a joy to
us over the last thirteen years. When my
mum died she left me some money and I
decided to spend it on something that the
whole family would enjoy, so I bought our
own beach hut. Prior to this we used to
rent a hut, as a family, for a week each
summer and were dependent on that
week having good weather, but now with
our own hut we can pick our days and go
when the weather is good.

Our extended family with children and
grandchildren has enjoyed long days on
the beach paddling, swimming and a
particular favourite, crabbing at low tide.
When the tide is out there’s space for the
obligatory games of rounders, cricket and
boules, and if it’s windy, then the kites
come out. May’s kiosk on the prom always
gets a visit for ice creams, and at the end
of the day it’s fish and chips or a barbecue
on the beach.

As we have got older we have found that
travelling by train is easier, doesn’t take
any longer than the car journey and is
actually quicker when the traffic is bad.
These days we have stopped having
holidays abroad and get a lot of pleasure
from our trips to the beach with the
added bonus of it being better for the
environment.

Anne and Roy Walton

National Trust Places
We are members of the Chelmsford &
District National Trust Supporter Group
(https://e-voice.org.uk/chelmsfordnt),
which we heartily recommend to
everyone who wants to see and learn
more about significant places in the UK.
The Group organises monthly talks in the
autumn and winter, monthly outings in
the warmer months and an annual holiday
in September.

The places we have visited include Sutton
Hoo, Norman castles, medieval manor
houses, historic industrial sites, Victorian
workhouses, twentieth-century cathedrals
and Paul McCartney’s childhood home.
We have seen some very beautiful areas
of the country.

And the carbon footprint is minimal. Talks
are at Trinity Methodist Church. For
outings and holidays we are picked up
outside the Chelmsford Theatre by coach,
which stays with the group the entire
time.

Keith and Pat Otter

The Isle of Wight
For many years, our family has enjoyed
summer holidays on the Isle of Wight. The
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To find out more or to share your ideas on Eco Church please go to the website
www.allsaintsspringfield.org.uk/church-life/eco-church or speak to one of the Eco
Church Group – Roger McFarland, Nicky Morecroft, Chris McFarland, Ian Poston, Dave
Gauld, Beth Cornish, Ann Salmon, Shirley Duggan.

This month’s eco
suggestions

● Enjoy green spaces and wildlife
and take care of them in practical
ways

● Pray regularly for the vital tree
planting programme in our link
diocese of Marsabit in Kenya
[
https://treeappeal.com/planting_day
s/Marsabit_Samburu/Marsabit.html]

island offers endless variety: from
watching wildlife through binoculars at
the Newtown Nature Reserve bird hide,
climbing St Catherine’s Lighthouse for
amazing coastal views to spotting red
squirrels at Robin Hill. We love watching
the yachts during Cowes Week while
bobbing on a pleasure boat, but the
highlight of every visit is our sunset walks
while collecting shells on the beach.
These trips have created a lifetime of
cherished memories that our family will
value forever. Choosing a UK holiday is a
wonderful, eco-friendly way to appreciate
these treasures right on our doorstep.

Duncan Conway

Switch off and Give an Hour for Earth!

● Let’s join hundreds of people from
around the world and Switch off our
Lights at 8.30pm for an hour as a
symbol of our support for the planet;

● And let’s Give an Hour for Earth on that
day by doing something positive for
our planet.  You can reconnect with
nature, learn more about the
environment, help restore our planet,
or inspire others to take action.  As
long as we each use one hour to make
a meaningful impact, we can create the
Biggest Hour for Earth together!

Earth Hour – Saturday 28th March

For ideas on how to take part, and lots more information about Earth Hour, go to
www.earthhour.org



This year’s Lent course begins on Tuesday
24th February and will continue for six
weeks until Tuesday 31st March, so if
you’re interested in coming we would love
to see you!  We will get together for an
hour every Tuesday morning from
11.00am until 12 noon in the church
centre, with a cup of coffee or tea, for
prayers, a Bible reading, a video reflection,
and conversation about each week’s
theme.  You don’t need to do any special
preparation or reading!  Just come along
and find out what God has in store for us
through this year’s Lent course.

As Revd Sally explained in February’s ‘in
touch’ magazine, during 2026 all the
churches in Chelmsford Diocese will be
seeking to discover how God is calling us
to be the church for our own time in our
own community, so that we can build up
the church for mission and service.  This
process of prayer, exploration, reflection
and conversation – which the diocese is
calling ‘Sustaining Ministry’ – will begin
with 100 days of prayer across the
diocese, starting on Ash Wednesday 18th
February.

Our Lent course will be running alongside
the 100 days of prayer.  It is called
‘Resurrection Journeys’ because – just like
the disciples on the road to Emmaus –
churches today are journeying along a
road which can be both a road of difficult
times and uncertain futures, and a road
towards and alongside the light and joy of
Jesus’ resurrection, the one who
accompanies us even when we do not
know it.

The Bible readings
chosen for the
course lead us to
reflect on different
ways that resurrection hope can inspire
our church journeys.

■ 24th February: Matthew 4:1-11 (Jesus
in the wilderness) – how God’s love and
God’s word can sustain us through hard
times

■ 3rd March: John 3:1-17 (Nicodemus
comes to Jesus by night) – letting the
Spirit lead us into a new understanding

■ 10th March: John 4:7-42 (the
Samaritan woman at the well) –
crossing boundaries to share the good
news of Jesus

■ 17th March: 1 Samuel 16:1-23 (the
prophet Samuel anoints David as the
future king of Israel) – trying to see one
another as God sees us

■ 24th March: John 11:1-44 (the raising
of Lazarus) – having faith in God
through times of loss and grief

■ 31st March: Acts 8:1-8, 26-40 (the
apostle Philip meets an Ethiopian
eunuch on a wilderness road) – having
the courage to persevere and respond
to God’s call

There is more information about
‘Sustaining Ministry’, the 100 days of
prayer, and the Lent course on the
diocesan website, if you go to
chelmsford.anglican.org and search for
“sustaining ministry”.

Revd Sally, Roger and Peter

All Saints’ Lent Course 2026

‘Resurrection Journeys’
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Calendar for MARCH
A recording of the Sunday 10.30am service will be available on YouTube,

accessible from the church website, soon after the service.

  Su 1 SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

   8.00am Holy Communion
    president: The Rector  preacher:  The Rector
   10.30am Communion Together
    president: The Rector  preacher:  Cristian Bora
Mo 2 8.00pm Beer & Bible Hour at The Tulip – all welcome
 Tu 3 10.00am ‘Start the week’ prayers in church
   11.00am Lent Course – Resurrection Journeys
We 4 9.30am Children in Church
   10.00am Holy Communion

president:  The Rector preacher:  Robin Stevens
 Th 5 2.00pm All Saints’ Connect Café – weekly social gathering
 Fr 6   12 noon Chelmsford Cathedral Lunchtime Concert – organ
 Sa 7 9.30am An opportunity for churchyard gardening (to noon)

  Su 8 THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

   10.30am Holy Communion
    president:  The Rector preacher:  Peter Balls
   10.30am The Sunday Special Service
    leader:  Julian Mallett
Mo 9
 Tu 10 10.00am ‘Start the week’ prayers in church
   11.00am Lent Course – Resurrection Journeys
We 11 9.30am Children in Church
   10.00am Holy Communion

president & preacher:  The Rector
 Th 12 2.00pm All Saints’ Connect Café – weekly social gathering
   2.30pm Women’s Fellowship – Safeguarding at All Saints
   7.30pm Ministry Team meets
 Fr 13 12 noon Chelmsford Cathedral Lunchtime Concert – piano
 Sa 14 9.30am Family (Prayer) Breakfast at Wetherspoons
   7.30pm Caprice Concert at Chelmsford High School

  Su 15 MOTHERING SUNDAY

DEADLINE FOR COPY FOR THE APRIL MAGAZINE
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   8.00am Holy Communion
    president:  The Rector preacher:  Pat Otter
   10.30am Worship Together

leader & preacher:  The Rector
Mo 16
 Tu 17 10.00am ‘Start the week’ prayers in church
   11.00am Lent Course – Resurrection Journeys
We 18  9.30am Children in Church
   10.00am Holy Communion

president & preacher: The Rector
   7.30pm The Church Council meets
 Th 19 2.00pm All Saints’ Connect Café – weekly social gathering
 Fr 20 12 noon Chelmsford Cathedral Lunchtime Concert – St Cedd’s School
 Sa 21

  Su 22 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

   10.30am Holy Communion
    president:  The Rector preacher:  Julian Mallett
   10.30am The Sunday Special Service

leader:  Roger McFarland
Mo 23
Tu  24 10.00am ‘Start the week’ prayers in church
   11.00am Lent Course – Resurrection Journeys
We 25 ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
   9.30am Children in Church
   10.00am Holy Communion

president:  The Rector preacher:  Dave Gauld
 Th 26 2.00pm All Saints’ Connect Café – weekly social gathering
 Fr 27   12 noon Chelmsford Cathedral Lunchtime Concert – King Edward VI

Grammar School
 Sa 28 2.00pm Spring Fayre (to 4.00pm)

  Su 29 PALM SUNDAY

  British Summer Time starts – clocks go forward one hour
   10.30am Holy Communion starting with a procession
    president & preacher:  The Rector
   10.30am The Sunday Special Service

leader:  Cristian Bora
Mo 30 7.30pm Compline with the choir
Tu  31 10.00am ‘Start the week’ prayers in church
   11.00am Lent Course – Resurrection Journeys
   7.30pm Compline
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Churchyard
The weather forecast suggested we would
not get very wet at our February
gardening morning, but the previous days
did not augur well! As it turned out it was
not too bad and we had a good number of
the team willing to brave the showers.

We continued with the laurel trimming
and making chippings, cut back old growth
in the flower beds, and pruned more of
the roses. The crocus and squills (Scilla -
the small blue flowered bulbs in the beds
by the main path) were already out and
the roses are sprouting their new growth.

Do come and join us on the morning of
the first Saturday of the month at any
time between 9.30am and noon. Our next
dates are 7 March, 4 April, and 2 May.

Many thanks
Barbara Garside

Have the Martians landed? No, it’s the
busy churchyard gardeners.

At 2.00pm in the church
Our choir will
lead our
worship by
singing
“Wondrous
Cross”,
which is a
reflective
work for
church (or
concert
choirs) at
Passiontide.
It is based on the traditional Seven
Last Words of Jesus Christ linked to
biblical passages.

It also includes three well-known hymns
and settings of four well-known sacred
texts including ‘Drop, drop, slow tears’
and ‘Ave verum corpus’ to create a
moving and, at times, dramatic work.

Sally Smith

Good Friday



You will be pleased to hear that there
will be an Easter breakfast again this
year. Join us in the Church Hall at
9.00am, between the 8.00am and the
10.30am services on Easter Sunday.

Families are very welcome. The
suggested minimum donation is £5 per
adult. Any surplus over our costs will
benefit the Foodbank.

The menu will be the same as last year
with sausages in rolls available, plus
the usual cereals, bread rolls/jam,
juice, tea/coffee etc.

To manage the catering please make a
reservation before 29 March (Palm
Sunday) and indicate if you need a
vegetarian or gluten free option. There
will be sign up sheets in the porch and
on hall notice boards, or let me know
by email.

Many thanks from the Social
Committee.

Barbara Garside
(bgarsideAS@gmail.com)

The breakfast in 2025

Easter Breakfast Women’s Fellowship
– The Chocolate Man
About 6 or 7 years ago, Ron decided to
change his job and do something that he
really enjoyed. He had always loved
chocolate and so he, and his wife Sonia,
began to look into how to make chocolate
bars and set up their own business.

After lots of experimenting with different
flavours (chocolate picks up flavours very
easily) they launched their business online
in 2020 and escaped the Covid shut down.
His mantra is “chocolate should be very
delicious and fun.”

We all had a sample as the talk started
and another one at the end. Very quickly a
queue formed at the sales table! It was
quite difficult to decide which of the 21
flavours to choose from.

Although most sales are online, their
chocolate can be found in farm shops and
garden centres (including Perrywood up at
Tiptree).

At our March meeting there will be a bring
and buy sale of unwanted Christmas
presents and Karen Tsui will be explaining
her role as the Church Safeguarding Officer.

Mary Bartlam

The chocolate on display
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At the back of the churchyard, beyond the
church centre entrance, you may have
noticed there is a cultivated area with some
raised beds.  For many years this was All
Saints’ Pre-School Garden, which was lovely
to see, and it even won a Royal
Horticultural Society award!  Sadly the Pre-
School closed last July, and now we would
like to use this area as a community garden.

What is a community garden?  It’s
a place where people from the church and
the local community, who enjoy being
outdoors in a relaxing natural space, have
fun growing vegetables and/or flowers for
themselves and the community to enjoy.
It’s good healthy exercise, good for the
environment, and good for the soul!

To get this going, we need a few
enthusiastic people who are willing to get
together on a weekly basis for an hour or
so to plant up and to maintain the garden.
(A bit of watering in between may be
needed if we get prolonged dry weather!)

The first task will be to replace the raised
beds and to plan what to grow in the
coming season.  If you would like to be
part of this exciting new venture, or know
anyone who lives locally who might be
interested, please contact Chris McFarland
– 07900 912980,
chris.mcfarland@icloud.com.

All Saints’
Community Garden

When I was only a few years old I had
times of being unwell and, in those days, I
was confined to my bed. The nights
dragged on and they made me anxious.
My mother would comfort me by reciting
one of the evening collects from the tradi-
tional service of Evening Prayer and that
helped to settle me. Gradually I remem-
bered the collect and joined in with my
mother when she prayed it. I still pray it.
In the modern vernacular, it does what it
says on the tin!

It’s the Third Collect, for Aid against all
Perils

Lighten our darkness, we beseech
thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy
defend us from all perils and dangers
of this night; for the love of thy only
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Robin Stevens

Prayers we
remember

Easter lilies
It is our
tradition to
decorate the
church with
lilies at Easter.
Many people
like to give a
donation
towards the
cost, in memory
of a loved one
or to mark a
special occasion. If you would like to give a
donation, please hand it to me or one of
the churchwardens by 28th March.

Chris McFarland
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I wanted to share with
the church congregation
what the bell ringers
have been doing in the
last 12 months. We ring
each Sunday morning for
the 10.30am service and
practise on Monday at
7.30pm. We also rang for
2 weddings in 2025.

For notable events we
have been ringing
quarter peals on a
Sunday evening. Details
of these are put on the
church notice board so
the congregation can see. Quarter peals
last around 40 minutes and are a test of
accuracy in ringing and ability to
concentrate for a longer period of time
than on a Sunday morning.

In June we had our annual ringing outing
to the area southeast of Cambridge. This
was a good day out for all involved and
included a pub lunch. We were assisted by
ringers from other churches so that we
could ring more complicated things than
we would be able to on a Sunday.

Currently we are teaching 2 learners so
they can improve their ringing for services.
Learners are taught following the
association of ringing teachers’ method.
This helps to standardise bell ringing
teaching across the country. We have
trained ART teachers at Springfield. Our
learners also have the opportunity to visit
other churches so they can ring on
different bells. All church bells have a

different feel and weight. It is good while
learning, to ring at as many different
churches as possible. In the Essex area
there is also an annual ringing course,
which lasts 3 days and the learners can
focus on one area of their ringing to
improve. We recommend our learners
attend the course as it is a great
opportunity to practise ringing. There are
many experienced ringers to assist at the
course.

The Springfield annual bell ringing dinner
was well attended and enjoyed by all. It is
always a popular evening.

We are carrying out regular maintenance
on the bells so we can continue to ring
them on a Sunday morning. We are
grateful to have experienced ringers who
perform this maintenance.

We also host a more advanced regular
practice for local bell ringers who want to

All Saints’ Tower Bell Ringers
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FOR A GOOD AND RELIABLE PLUMBING SERVICE
AND QUALITY BATHROOM

AND HEATING INSTALLATIONS
PLEASE CALL PHIL SHADRACK ON 07973 564037

Quality Bathroom & Heating Installation Service

improve their 6-bell ringing. These
practices are well attended. Sometimes
visiting groups of bell ringers from other
churches come to All Saints to ring our
bells. It is enjoyable to visit different
churches while also getting the
opportunity to ring.

We rang at many additional services over
the Christmas period including 9 lessons
and carols, Christmas Eve services and
Christmas Day. I feel Christmas is an
important time to ring the bells so that the
visitors to All Saints’ Springfield can enjoy
the sound of the bells.

Due to two of our bell ringers recently
quitting bell ringing due to having other
commitments, we are looking to recruit
new bell ringers. If you are interested in
learning how to ring church bells, please
contact the Ringing Master, Philip
Saunders. The contact information is on
the Who Who’s page at the front of this
magazine.

Daniel Howell

One of my churchwardens is a stickler
for ‘Health and Safety’…

Just a moment….
Happy moments, praise God.
Difficult moments, seek God.
Quiet moments, worship God.
Painful moments, trust God.
Every moment, thank God.
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Peacock
Electrical
Services

For all your electrical requirements
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial

● Re-wires ● New installations ● Electric showers
● Garden lighting & socket outlets ● Lighting
● Testing, Inspection & Certification ● Additional socket outlets
● Electric vehicle charging points ● Security Lighting

All work guaranteed     Prompt reliable response

Paul Peacock  Elec Eng, MA
Tel: 07952 961693



For one week in March, thousands of
people will be counting every piece of
plastic packaging they throw away.
Together, we’ll uncover the true scale of
the UK’s big plastic problem and be able to
call on the government to do more about
it.

Those who are organising the count say
they are building a movement for a fair
future that’s free from the impacts of the
plastics crisis.

So we are invited to join in and count our
plastic for one week from 9 to 15 March.

To find out how to do it and to receive
guidance on the plastic categories being
counted, go to:

https://thebigplasticcount.com/sign-up


