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13th J UNE 2021 – SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
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www.facebook.com/all-saints-church-springfield-134443059966603 

in touch for JUNE is available in church and online 

TODAY 
Caring for God’s World 

Week 2: What on earth are we doing? 

Available from 8.00am 
Holy Communion on YouTube 
https://youtu.be/V8pWsGLlSNs 
   president: The Rector 

   preacher: The Rector 

   readings: Job 38:1-13, 16-18 

    Luke 12: 15-21 
 

10.30am Holy Communion in church 
   president: The Rector 

   preacher: The Rector 

   readings: Job 38:1-13, 16-18 

    Luke 12: 15-21 

 
Starting live at 10.30am 
Sunday Special on Zoom 

People join the service as a Zoom video conference. 

If you would like to be ‘invited’ to future ‘Virtual Sunday 

Specials’, please email vic.leverett@gmail.com 

   leaders:  Chris & Roger McFarland 

 

Climate Prayer: Revd Susan invites you to join her for 

Morning Prayer at the plastic-bottles-cross in the 

churchyard each weekday at 8.30am, or to pray yourself 

at home at that time, using this prayer: 

Lord of life and giver of hope, 
forgive us for the damage we are doing 
 to your world and its climate. 
We promise to cut our greenhouse gas emissions; 
to consume less and to waste less; 
to care for the environment and all forms of life; 
to share the world’s resources more fairly; 
to act now to bring about 
 local and global changes that are needed. 
May the promise we make today 
be matched by our faithful living.   Amen. 

Climate Sunday 4th July: there will be a special 

outdoor service at All Saints’ (weather permitting) starting 

at 10.30am, focussing on the need for action on climate 

change. Chelmsford MP Vicky Ford is hoping to attend. 

Everyone is welcome - for more information please see 

our website at https://bit.ly/3vcpMDJ 

Upright piano: Free to good home, upright piano 

“Dagmar” in working order. If interested, please call 

Rosemary Slater on 257210 for further details. 

THIS WEEK 

 Tu 15 7.00pm Sunday Special leaders’ meeting 

We 16 10.00am Holy Communion in church 

 Su 20 Third Sunday after Trinity 
   Week 3: Caring for land and waters 
From 8.00am Holy Communion on YouTube 

  president: The Rector 

  preacher: Keith Otter 

 10.30am Morning Prayer in church 

  preacher: Keith Otter 

 10.30am Sunday Special Holy Communion on 

Zoom 

  president: The Rector 

 

For your prayers: 

Those who are unwell: Ron Smith, Jonathan Thompson, 

Nikki Mallett, Peggy Mann, Rosemary Tufnell, Lesley and 

John Mann, Roy Alexander, Vic and Toni Lawrence, 

Doreen Cornish, Grahame Payne, William Bunby, 

Margaret Clay, Margaret Yallop, Dan Pierce, Marina 

Wood, Edward Chandler, Edward and Gloria Malyon and 

Margaret Monk. 

Those who have been bereaved: The family and friends of Jim 

Petherick. 

From the Christians Together in Chelmsford Prayer Rota: We 

pray for Chelmsford Street Pastors, Judy Cecil and the 

Steering Committee. 

‘Caring for God’s World’: As part of our Eco Church 

commitment, all of the services at All Saints’ in June and 

July will be about ‘Caring for God’s World’. 

• How does God want us to live in relation to the rest 

of creation? 

• How are human activities damaging the environment? 

What actions do we want to take? 

We hope you will join us for these services (either online 

or in church) if you can – there is more information on 

the church website at: https://bit.ly/3wc1bjH 

 

“after Trinity”? The Sundays that we count as being 

“after Trinity” are called “Sundays during Ordinary Time” 

in the Catholic Church. The word “ordinary” doesn’t 

mean commonplace but comes from the ordinal numerals 

by which the weeks are counted – from the 1st week of 

Ordinary Time in January to the 34th week that begins 

toward the end of November; Ordinary Time is 

interrupted by Lent and Eastertide. 

http://www.allsaintsspringfield.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/all-saints-church-springfield-134443059966603
https://youtu.be/V8pWsGLlSNs
mailto:vic.leverett@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/3vcpMDJ
https://bit.ly/3wc1bjH


Sometimes it takes a bit of effort to do things 
slightly differently. We have had our eyes opened to 
the climate emergency and issues that surround us. 
From a very early stage my daughter gave up meat 
and then chicken and then fish and then, of course, 
dairy. As soon as she left home, she was a full 
vegan and there was nothing I could do to stop her. 
I did find that quite hard but it was educational. 
 
Of course we try and live ‘green’. I tried to do that 
when I purchased a car. I went around thinking I’d 
chosen a very good eco-friendly car, and then found 
out that the car company had lied about their 
testing and it wasn’t eco-friendly at all! 
 
We had an amazing, unintentional experiment about 
reducing our carbon expenditure – the first lock-
down. Do you remember the pictures of empty city-
scapes? There was just quiet. There were pictures 
of aeroplanes stacked up and parked because we 
didn’t need to use them. All our gross consumption 
was put on hold and we did have that opportunity to 
wonder whether we had built our barns too big. 
Maybe the short-sightedness of growth and wealth 
and self-interest was just being given a pause and 
we could think, “Do we really need all of this?” 
 
The environmental activist put the question 
succinctly, “how much did it help to save the planet 
to have this pause?” Looking back on it now, the 
answer is not really enough. In fact the experts say 
the pandemic made some environmental problems 
worst although there is still a narrow window of 
opportunity for something good to come out of 
something bad if our governments use their 
economic stimulus packages to promote a green 
recovery moving forward. 
 
So things can change. If you look at the bigger 
picture from satellites you can see the reduction in 
smog. And we can see a difference in our own lives 
as we saw more of nature on our lockdown-walking. 
And enjoyed more of that time to experience God’s 
creation. 

So, if the earth had a chance to breathe a bit in that 
first lockdown, maybe it was short-lived. We say we 
need to get back to normal. A normal economy 
which is based on carbon is going to get us straight 
back to increasing the earth’s temperature.  
 
Perhaps there could be ambitious green recovery 
spending. Perhaps we could really believe that we 
can achieve a target of less than 2% global 
warming. It’s good to hear that so many countries 
are committed and have announced carbon-neutral 
targets by the middle of this century. And there is 
still the reticence that can we do this? Can we really 
take this forward? Governments are reluctant to act 
on their own but if we all pull together and in the 
same direction we can still achieve that reduction. 
 
We are not masters of the planet – we are made co-
creators with God. So I wonder what is the opposite 
of build more barns. Maybe it’s build back greener. 
We need to help, not just ourselves, but other 
communities, share our wealth, look out for the 
planet (not just our own bit here in the UK) but take 
the example of the lockdown to pause, to notice and 
to pray. 
 
So what can I do this week? Maybe it’s a good time 
to think about our theology of environment. 
Thinking of ourselves as stewards of the earth and 
not masters of all we survey. Co-creators with God 
of the web of life. Yes, we do have a particular 
responsibility and yes, our actions do make a 
difference. Inspired perhaps by my daughter, 
listening to the next generation who can tell us what 
they know about the impact of the environmental 
challenge. Giving them a voice. Listening to the 
younger people. And maybe auditing our own 
behaviour so we can know how we can change. The 
articles in the monthly magazine always come with 
suggestions of what we can do ourselves.  
 
Sometimes we think we’re too small to make a 
difference but, if we act together as a whole church, 
we can be heard. 

Caring for God’s World – Week 2 
‘What on earth are we doing?’ – The Rector 

Luke 12:15-21 

Jesus said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the 

abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he 

thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will 

pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my 

soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You 

fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they 

be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.” 

 


