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in touch for JUNE is available in church and online 

TODAY 
Caring for God’s World 

Week 1: God’s Creation – Our Responsibility 

Available from 8.00am 
Morning Prayer on YouTube 
https://youtu.be/NixDybhUcPc 
   preacher: Roger McFarland 

   readings: Genesis 1:24-31 

    Mark 4:26-32 
 

10.30am Morning Prayer in church 
   For those who have booked 
   preacher: Roger McFarland 

   readings: Genesis 1:24-31 

    Mark 4:26-32 

 
Starting live at 10.30am 
Sunday Special on Zoom 

People join the service as a Zoom video conference. 

If you would like to be ‘invited’ to future ‘Virtual Sunday 

Specials’, please email vic.leverett@gmail.com 

   leader:  Vic Leverett 

 

Barnabas: This week the Church remembers the life of 

St Barnabas. His real name was Joseph, a wealthy Levite 

from Cyprus. However, he is known by his nickname ‘Son 

of Encouragement’ (Acts 4:36). Throughout Acts we see 

him encouraging others in different ways. 

He was an example of generous giving (Acts 4:36-7), when 

he sold property and offered the money to the church for 

those in need. In the midst of a caring and sharing 

community, he was singled out as a symbol of generosity. 

He later encouraged a new Christian in the person of Paul 

(Acts 9:27). After Paul’s conversion and aware of his 

reputation, Barnabas came alongside him and brought him 

into the fellowship of the church. 

Finally, Barnabas was sent to the church in Antioch where 

he ‘saw the evidence of the grace of God’ (Acts 11:23). It 

was a church which brought Jewish and Gentile believers 

together for the first time.  

Encouragement is one of the spiritual gifts in the New 

Testament (Romans 12:8). It can be greatly undervalued, 

but it is still crucial in growing the church. Like Barnabas, 

will we nurture gifting; strengthen the doubters and those 

tempted to give up; show generosity to God’s people and 

beyond and will we strengthen people to move beyond 

their own comfort zones to help those in need? 

THIS WEEK 

We 9 10.00am Holy Communion in church 

 Fr 11  BARNABAS THE APOSTLE 

 Su 13 Second Sunday after Trinity 
   Week 2: What on earth are we doing? 
From 8.00am Holy Communion on YouTube 

  president: The Rector 

  preacher: The Rector 

 10.30am Holy Communion in church 

  president: The Rector 

  preacher: The Rector 

 10.30am Sunday Special on Zoom 

  leaders:  Chris & Roger McFarland 

 
For your prayers: 

Those who are unwell: Ron Smith, Jonathan Thompson, 
Nikki Mallett, Peggy Mann, Rosemary Tufnell, Lesley and 
John Mann, Roy Alexander, Vic and Toni Lawrence, 
Doreen Cornish, Grahame Payne, William Bunby, 
Margaret Clay, Margaret Yallop, Dan Pierce, Marina 
Wood, Edward Chandler, Edward and Gloria Malyon and 
Margaret Monk. 

From the Christians Together in Chelmsford Prayer Rota: We 
pray for Oasis Church at the North Avenue Christian 
Centre and for Peter Bardwell and the leadership team. 

Upright piano: Free to good home, upright piano 
“Dagmar” in working order. If interested, please call 
Rosemary Slater on 257210 for further details. 

Extension Ladder: Do you need a domestic, double 
extension, 2 x 12 rung, aluminium ladder? Contact Robin 
Stevens (268042) for further details. You have to be able 
to collect it! 

Thanks: Margaret Monk would publicly like to thank 
Peter Downes, who came to her assistance (rescue) when 
she suffered a fall at home. 

‘Caring for God’s World’: As part of our Eco Church 
commitment, all of the services at All Saints’ in June and 
July will be about ‘Caring for God’s World’. 
• How does God want us to live in relation to the rest 

of creation? 
• How are human activities damaging the environment? 

What actions do we want to take? 
We hope you will join us for these services (either online 
or in church) if you can – there is more information on 
the church website at: 
www.allsaintsspringfield.org.uk/whats-on/events/caring-
for-gods-world 

http://www.allsaintsspringfield.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/all-saints-church-springfield-134443059966603
https://youtu.be/NixDybhUcPc
mailto:vic.leverett@gmail.com
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The focus of our services during June and July at All 
Saints’ is on ‘Caring for God’s World’. This week we’re 
looking at creation itself, and our place within it. 
 
We start with the Creator – God. God is love. And 
what God does in creating and sustaining the 
universe is, above all, an act of love. It’s as if God’s 
love is so abundant and vast that it can’t be 
contained; and it overflows into the greatest and 
most generous imaginable gift that love can 
conceive, which is to bring the universe into being 
and to fill it with life and beauty and wonder. God’s 
loving relationship with creation isn’t limited to the 
human species. God’s love extends to everything 
and to every creature.   
 
The diversity of life on earth is truly extraordinary. 
Scientists have calculated that there may be a 
trillion different species on our planet; that’s more 
than the estimated number of stars in the Milky Way 
galaxy. And what we now realise more clearly than 
ever before is that all life is interconnected and 
interdependent. Energy, climate, weather, 
continents, oceans, forests, plants, animals, food, 
water, habitats and living environments: all depend 
on each other to survive and to flourish. So where 
do we – the human species – fit in? 
 
In the first chapter of Genesis, we see God creating 
day and night, waters and land, sun moon and 
stars, birds and sea creatures and land animals, as 
an integrated and interconnected whole. Humans 
are created on the ‘sixth day’ along with all the 
other land animals. God looks at the whole of what 
he has made, and it is all ‘very good’ – we are just 
one part of creation, and God doesn’t see us as 
better or worse than the other parts. 
 
Humans are created in the ‘image’ or ‘likeness’ of 
God. Like an image reflected in a mirror, this means 

that we can reflect in our own lives what God is like. 
Since we are made in his image, we can be filled 
with the same love that God has, and let it overflow 
into the world around us like God does. 
 
It is only after humans have been given this 
mandate, to love as God loves, that we receive his 
blessing, his permission, and his instruction to have 
‘dominion’ over the earth. So God is giving us the 
great responsibility to care for the world in the way 
that he cares for it. There can be no room for 
selfishness, greed, exploitation, destruction or 
neglect in our relationship with the world’s 
environment and all of the life which it supports. 
 
The whole of humanity shares this responsibility; 
and across the world there are large numbers of 
people who are deeply committed to making the 
changes that are needed – despite the large 
numbers of people who are resisting change mainly 
for economic or political reasons. 
 
In some countries, churches are in the forefront of 
action for change. In the UK, churches have 
generally been slower to react, but change is 
gathering momentum, particularly through the ‘Eco 
Church’ movement which All Saints’ has now joined. 
All faith communities have a crucial role to play in 
motivating and inspiring positive change, knowing 
as we do that this is the will of the God of love in 
whose image we are made. 
 
So it’s God’s creation, and it’s our responsibility to 
care for it. Next week, we’ll look at how well we’re 
doing. 
 
Meanwhile our website has ideas on how we can all 
help to care for God’s world: 
http://www.allsaintsspringfield.org.uk/church-
life/eco-church  

Caring for God’s World – Week 1 
‘God’s Creation – Our Responsibility’ with Roger McFarland 

Genesis 1:25-26a,27-31 

God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that 

creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, ‘Let us make 

humankind in our image, according to our likeness.’ So God created humankind in his image; in the image of 

God he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be 

fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 

birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have given you every 

plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have 

them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on 

the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.’ And it was so. God 

saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the sixth day. 
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