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The Government’s Climate Action Plan

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. 7 Corinthians 10:26

In 2019 the previous Conservative
government set a legally-binding target to
reduce the UK’s greenhouse gas emissions
to net-zero by 2050. Under the Climate
Change Act, the government has to
produce — and update at regular intervals
—a plan to achieve this target in 5-year
stages.

The present government’s Carbon Budget
Growth and Delivery Plan was published in
the autumn, covering the period up to
2037, by which time carbon emissions
must be 77% below their 1990 level. This
is going to affect everyone, so | hope that
‘in touch’ readers will be interested to see
some of the plan’s highlights.

The plan seeks to accelerate the move to a
clean energy economy, aiming to support
400,000 additional clean energy jobs by
2030 and to lever in over £50 billion in
private sector green investment. A core
focus is investing in UK production of low-
carbon energy so as to increase energy
security and to reduce energy costs for
homes and businesses.

Here are some of the key policies and
proposals.

Power: Plans to almost double
electricity generation by 2035, with

targets of 63% from renewable and
nuclear sources by 2030 and 98% by 2035.
Gas-fired power plants will be retrofitted
with carbon capture technology. The
public energy company ‘Great British
Energy’ will be responsible for a wide
range of clean energy generation projects.

Heating Homes: Upgrading homes for
5 million families through the Warm
Homes Plan, promoting heat pumps and
insulation, and expanding heat networks.
New homes will be built to high energy-
efficiency standards with low-carbon
heating and solar panels.

Road Transport: Promoting the
uptake of zero-emission vehicles (ZEV)
through the ZEV mandate, which aims for
80% of new cars and 70% of new vans sold
to be zero-emission by 2030, rising to
100% by 2035. The plan highlights
continued investment in charging
infrastructure, with funding for 100,000
new public charging points.

Air Travel: Encouraging the use of
sustainable aviation fuels (SAF) which
reduce emissions by mixing fuel made
from non-fossil sources like waste into the
normal jet fuel. Under the SAF mandate,
the proportion of such fuels should rise
from 2% this year to 5% by 2030.




Industry: Encouraging measures to
reduce waste generation, increase process
efficiency, and promote the reuse,
recycling and remanufacturing of
materials. Providing funding for carbon
capture, utilisation and storage, and for
hydrogen projects.

Nature: Supporting new woodland
creation to absorb carbon, with a target to
more than double tree planting to 37,000
hectares per year by 2030. Peatlands will
be restored, aiming for 55% of peatlands
to be in a natural or rewetted state by
2040. There will be a full ban on the sale
of horticultural peat.

Agriculture: Promoting the creation of
new woodlands on farmland and a 40%
increase in hedgerows. The Sustainable
Farming Incentive will pay farmers for
integrating trees and shrubs into their
land. They will also be encouraged to
diversify their incomes by growing energy
crops or installing renewable energy.
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Waste: Sending biodegradable
household waste (food, paper, wood etc)
to landfill should be virtually eliminated by
2028, through reforms in waste collection
and packaging, and by extending
requirements to recycle such materials.
The long-term goal is to eliminate
avoidable plastic waste by 2042 and to
achieve zero avoidable waste by 2050.

Roger McFarlan

To find out more or to share your ideas on
Eco Church please go to the website
www.allsaintsspringfield.org.uk/church-
life/eco-church

or speak to one of the Eco Church Group —
Roger McFarland, Nicky Morecroft, Chris
McFarland, lan Poston, Dave Gauld, Beth
Cornish, Ann Salmon, Shirley Duggan.

This month’'s eco
suggestions

e Make one small lifestyle
change in January that will be
better for the environment —
like changing something you
usually eat, or something you
buy, or how often you use a car

e Try to do the same next
month, and if you can, in
March, April, May ..... !




