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Care for our common home

Let heaven and earth praise him. Psalm 69:34a

In 2015 the late Pope Francis published a public letter )
(‘encyclical’) called ‘Laudato Si’: on care for our common home’. LAUDATO Sr

ON CARE FOR
CQURCOMMON HOME

Its focus was on care for the natural environment, and for all
people, because human and non-human creation are so deeply
interconnected. It has been highly influential among Christians

and non-Christians alike.

For this eco article during the Season of Creation (see page 7), it
seems very appropriate to share some of the key messages from

Pope Francis’s ‘Laudato Si’’.

‘What all Christians need is an “ecological
conversion”, whereby the effects of their
encounter with Jesus Christ become
evident in their relationship with the
world around them. Living our vocation to
be protectors of God’s handiwork is
essential to a life of virtue; it is not an
optional or secondary aspect of our
Christian experience.’

‘The word “creation” has a broader
meaning than “nature”, for it has to do
with God'’s loving plan in which every
creature has its own value and signifi-
cance. Nature is usually seen as a system
which can be studied, understood and
controlled, whereas creation can only be
understood as a gift from the outstretched
hand of the Father of all, and as a reality
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illuminated by the love which calls us
together into universal communion.’
‘Climate change is a global problem with
grave implications. It represents one of the
principal challenges facing humanity in our
day. Its worst impacts will probably be felt
by developing countries in coming decades
... Our lack of response to these tragedies
involving our brothers and sisters points to
the loss of that sense of responsibility for
our fellow men and women upon which all
civil society is founded.’

‘We are faced not with two separate
crises, one environmental and the other
social, but rather with one complex crisis
which is both social and environmental.
Strategies for a solution demand an
integrated approach to combating




poverty, restoring dignity to the excluded,
and at the same time protecting nature.’

‘Any technical solution which science
claims to offer will be powerless to solve
the serious problems of our world if
humanity loses its compass, if we lose
sight of the great motivations which make
it possible for us to live in harmony, to
make sacrifices and to treat others well.
Believers themselves must feel constantly
challenged to live in a way consonant with
their faith and not to contradict it by their
actions.’

‘Disinterested concern for others, and the
rejection of every form of self-centredness
and self-absorption, are essential if we
truly wish to care for our brothers and
sisters and for the natural environment.
These attitudes also attune us to the moral
imperative of assessing the impact of our
every action and personal decision on the
world around us. If we can overcome
individualism, we will truly be able to
develop a different lifestyle and bring
about significant changes in society.’

‘All is not lost. Human beings, while
capable of the worst, are also capable of
rising above themselves, choosing again
what is good, and making a new start. No
system can completely suppress our
openness to what is good, true and
beautiful, or our God-given ability to
respond to his grace deep in our hearts. |
appeal to everyone throughout the world
not to forget this dignity which is ours. No
one has the right to take it from us.’
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(Praise be to You)

ON THE CARE OF
OUR COMMON HOME

To find out more or to share your ideas on
Eco Church please go to the website
www.allsaintsspringfield.org.uk/church-
life/eco-church

or speak to one of the Eco Church Group -
Roger McFarland, Nicky Morecroft, Chris
McFarland, lan Poston, Dave Gauld, Beth
Cornish, Ann Salmon, Shirley Duggan.

This month's eco
suggestions

e Travel on buses, coaches and
trains, and make fewer car
journeys

e Improve home insulation
where possible — loft, walls,
windows and doors




