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how BirdNet-Pi supports our Eco Church mission

‘It is the sound of singing that | hear.’

Visitors to our church grounds might
possibly have noticed a small, round
microphone tucked discreetly under the
eaves outside the Hargreaves room. This
unassuming device is part of a system
called a BirdNet-Pi and, while it may
appear modest, it is making a contribution
to All Saints’ Eco Church mission.

BirdNet-Pi is a low-power listening device
that uses artificial intelligence to identify
bird species by their songs and calls. It has
a range of about 25 metres, or further for
birds with louder calls. Installed as part of
our commitment to environmental
stewardship, it runs continuously,
recording and analysing avian activity in
and around the churchyard. Paired with
Bird Weather, an online platform that logs
these “sightings” in real time, this system
gives us a rich and detailed picture of local
biodiversity.

But why does this matter, and how does it
support our journey as an Eco Church?

First, it enhances our awareness of
creation. By identifying species like robins,
blackbirds, and chiffchaffs, we gain a
deeper appreciation of the natural world
around the church. It helps us see the
churchyard not only as a place of quiet
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reflection, but also as a vibrant habitat
filled with wildlife.

Second, it strengthens our conservation
efforts. Understanding which bird species
are present and how that changes
throughout the seasons and over time
allows us to make informed decisions
about how we manage our green spaces.
For example, we may delay mowing in
certain areas to preserve nesting sites, or
plant native shrubs that provide food and
shelter. The data collected by BirdNet-Pi
can also be shared with conservation
groups, contributing to wider ecological
studies and citizen science initiatives.

The impact goes beyond the church
grounds. For the wider community, this
project offers educational and outreach
opportunities. Children in local schools can
engage with the data as part of science or
RE lessons. Walkers and neighbours can
scan a QR code or
go to the Bird
Weather website
to see which birds
have been
recorded that day.
In this way,
BirdNet-Pi
becomes a bridge
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between faith, science, and community,
showing that churches are not just places
of worship but centres of environmental

care.

In addition, the system can send out a
weekly report via email which lists our top
ten detections for the week as well as any
species that have visited us for the first
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time, changes from the previous week,
and the total number of detections.

Finally, the system is part of a global
movement. All BirdNet-Pi devices feed
into the Bird Weather network, building a
worldwide map of bird life that helps
track migration, detect species decline,
and understand climate change impacts.




Our little box in the church roof becomes
part of a global voice sounding a call to
action for the protection of our shared
home.

lan Poston

To find out more or to share your ideas on
Eco Church please go to the website
www.allsaintsspringfield.org.uk/church-
life/eco-church or speak to one of the Eco
Church Group — Roger McFarland, Nicky
Morecroft, Chris McFarland, lan Poston,
Dave Gauld, Beth Cornish, Ann Salmon,
Shirley Duggan.

climate action

This month’s eco suggestions

e Buy food which has less packaging (particularly less plastic) and
instead of cling film use wax wraps

e Support charities who care for the environment, and campaign for

Archdeacon’s
Visitation

Every year, the
Archdeacons’
Visitations take place
across the diocese.
These are formal
church services,
during which Church-
wardens across each
Archdeaconry are
admitted to their
office. They make a formal declaration and
the Archdeacons offer prayer and
encouragement.

This year, one of the services for the
Chelmsford archdeaconry is being held at
All Saints’ on Wednesday, 2nd July at
7.45pm, following refreshments at
7.00pm. All are welcome to attend this
service, during which Sue Potts and Robin
Stevens will be sworn in as churchwardens
for the following 12 months.

Church
attendance rises

Attendance at C of E churches grew for
the fourth year in a row last year. The
overall number of regular worshippers
across the Church of England’s
congregations grew to 1.02 million in
2024, arise of 1.2 per cent, according to
an early snapshot of the annual Statistics
for Mission findings.

It was the second year in a row in which
the Church of England’s ‘worshipping
community’ — the combined number of
regular members of local congregations —
has stood above a million since the Covid-
19 pandemic.

The increase was driven by a recovery in
attendance by adults (over 16), among
whom average Sunday attendance was up
by 1.8 per cent, and weekly attendance
rose by 1.5 per cent. The figures suggest
attendance is moving closer to the pre-
pandemic trend.




