ECO ¥ CHURCH

AN A ROCHA UK PROJECT

Next steps for All Saints’ as an Eco Church

As for you, be strong and do not give up. 2 Chronicles 15:7a

In November 2023 All Saints’ was given an
Eco Church Silver award by the Christian
environmental charity A Rocha UK. Since
then we have been working towards the
next stage of our Eco Church journey
which was to apply for a Gold award.

First we had to reach Gold level (75% or
more) in each of the five categories in A
Rocha’s Eco Church Survey — Worship &
Teaching, Buildings & Energy, Land &
Nature, Community & Global Engagement,
and Lifestyle. This meant we were eligible
to put in an application.

We were then asked to provide a
comprehensive Supporting Evidence
report to back up our survey answers,
together with our plans for the future —
including an Energy Management Plan
and a Churchyard Management Plan
(which we wrote about in the April and
May issues of ‘in touch’ magazine). There
are links to all these reports on the Eco
Church page of our website
(allsaintsspringfield.org.uk/church-
life/eco-church under the heading ‘Making
progress’).

The final part of the application process

was an on-site visit to All Saints’ by award
assessors from A Rocha, which took place
on the afternoon of Wednesday 7th May.

Our assessors were
the environmental
advocate for
Chelmsford
deanery, Linda
Percival of St
John’s Moulsham,
and Kate Clifton
from Christ Church
Colchester (which

are both Gold Eco "% \ -
Churches). They  Linda Percival, one of

were accompanied the award assessors

by two observers:

Sandra Eldridge, the diocesan
environmental officer, and Gary Jones
who is an A Rocha UK trustee.

Revd Sally and members of our Eco Church
Group showed the visitors round All
Saints’ church and the churchyard,
highlighting the things we had been doing
to help the environment, to “make the
reports come alive” as one of the
assessors put it. We then had a more
formal meeting with them to discuss our
progress so far as an Eco Church.

It was really uplifting to be able to talk to
the assessors about all the improvements
the church has been making over the last
four years, and the new things we would

like to do moving forward. Underpinning




‘., without which those ideals could never be
realised.

We are expecting to hear the outcome of
the Gold award application in the middle
g 3 o of May (after this article was written). But
-/ We're Giving B Whether or not we are successful, what
Power == matters is that we are doing our best as a
tothe & § 0 churchtoshow our love for creation and
“ Flowers 4% for all our human and non-human
: ¢ - f, e neighbours. That is the work of a lifetime
and, as Revd Sally said to the assessors
about our application, “This isn’t the end —
it’s the beginning!”
Roger McFarland

To find out more or to share your ideas on
Eco Church please go to the website
www.allsaintsspringfield.org.uk/church-
life/eco-church or speak to one of the Eco
Church Group — Roger McFarland, Nicky
Morecroft, Chris McFarland, lan Poston,
Dave Gauld, Beth Cornish, Ann Salmon,

The trial ‘No Mow May’ area

it all is the way that caring for creation has
become a big part of who we are as a
church, a constant thread running through

everything we do. Shirley Duggan.

We were delighted to receive some very This month’s eco
positive and encouraging feedback from .

the assessors, as well as some very helpful suggestlons

suggestions. e Compost or recycle garden

We would like to thank everyone at All waste, and avoid having bonfires

Saints’ for embracing the ideals of Eco ¢ Enjoy some vegetarian meals,

Church so positively, and for all your .
practical and spiritual help and support, and eat less meat and dairy food

Just before this issue of ‘in touch’ magazine was
due to go to the printers, we received the news
that A Rocha has recognised All Saints’ efforts to
care for creation with an Eco Church Gold Award.
Out of more than 8000 Eco Churches, All Saints’ is
the 93rd church in England & Wales and only the
4th in Chelmsford Diocese to be given a gold
award. Congratulations and thanks to everyone for
supporting this vital work looking after the wonderful world which God has given us -
and there is so much more that we can do!
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