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“What a beautiful churchyard!”
Ever since the creation of the world God’s eternal power and
divine nature, invisible though they are, have been understood
and seen through the things he has made. Romans 1:20a

“What a beautiful churchyard, and so well
kept,” say many of the Springfield
community as they walk past All Saints’.
This is down to the work of our dedicated
gardening team and our grass-mowing
volunteers who do a fantastic job.

When we first thought about becoming an
Eco Church in 2021, the eco team looked
at how we could make our special
churchyard even better, for the
community and for plants and animals.
We discussed opportunities with staff at
Chelmer Valley Nature Reserve.  We
looked at ideas from Essex Wildlife Trust,
RSPB and RHS, as well as talking to various
groups at All Saints’ who use the
churchyard regularly.

Two main projects were agreed.  Firstly, a
Woodland Path was created through the
brambles and gravestones below the trees
in the churchyard beyond the patio
outside the hall. This gave us the
opportunity to manage the area to benefit
nature and wildlife:  over time a bug hotel,
bird boxes, bird feeders, hedgehog boxes,
a log pile and a leaf pile were added along
the path.

Many people enjoy walking through this
area, particularly the Pre-School children.
Next to the path stands a striking ‘plastic
bottles cross’ sculpture – a reminder of
everything that we need to change to
protect the future of the amazing but
fragile world God has given us.Kids on the woodland path

Making the bug hotel
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Secondly, we wanted to encourage a
greater diversity of plants in the
churchyard.  A south-facing site was
chosen to become a Wildflower Area,
adjacent to the woodland path.  The
children had great fun making wildflower
seed bombs and throwing them across the
area, then a couple of months later
recording the flowers that they could see
growing.

All Saints’ is now applying to the Eco
Church charity A Rocha for a Gold Award.
As part of this a new Churchyard
Management Plan for 2025-2028 has
been created by the eco team and the
gardening team.  You can look at the plan
on our website if you go to the

allsaintsspringfield.org.uk/church-life/eco-
church page and scroll down to the link in
the ‘Making Progress’ section.

We updated our nature surveys – trees,
plants and birds – to help us create a plan
which will be good for wildlife, including
some of the UK habitats and species which
A Rocha has identified as being
threatened – woodland habitat, native
wildflowers, bees and butterflies.

Here are some of the projects and
initiatives which we hope will make our
churchyard even better in the coming
years.

In May this year we are planning a ‘No
Mow May’ Trial in a discrete area of grass
east of the church porch.  Leaving the
grass uncut will allow wildflowers within
the grass to flower, including daisies and
clover, providing additional pollen and
cover for insects.  There will be a sign to
explain to churchyard visitors what we are
doing and why.

Also this year a self-guided Churchyard
Trail will be produced for people to
follow.  Copies will be available in booklet
form in the church porch, and there will
be an online version for the website.

The plastic bottles cross

Sowing the wildflower meadow

Chris and Shirley conduct the survey
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During 2025 and into 2026 New Signage
will be put up in the Woodland Path and
Wildflower Areas explaining how they help
wildlife and what to look out for.

Lots of people admire the display of
daffodils and other bulbs that form a
colourful display within the front church
boundary wall in the spring.  In 2026 we
plan to extend this display with
Wildflower Planting.  The aim is that, by
planting wildflower plugs, as the daffodils
fade, the wildflowers will take over and
continue into the summer.

Many shrubs have been planted in
memory of loved ones at the eastern end
of the churchyard, creating a border that
extends along the wall next to Springfield
Place.  Over the next few years we will add
more Plants for Pollinators – attractive to
bees, butterflies and other insects – into
this area which is being gradually
extended.

A Garden of Remembrance has been a
longstanding desire of many parishioners,
and a suitable site has been identified in
the western churchyard.  It will have a
boundary of slate around a grass area
where the cremated remains of loved
ones can be interred.  A back border of
mixed planting attractive to bees,
butterflies and other pollinators will be
planted.

Through all these plans we hope that in
future there will be many more people
saying “what a beautiful churchyard”, and
how great it is for the community and for
nature.

Chris McFarland

Eco Church continued

To find out more or to share your ideas on
Eco Church please go to the website
www.allsaintsspringfield.org.uk/church-
life/eco-church or speak to one of the Eco
Church Group – Roger McFarland, Nicky
Morecroft, Chris McFarland, Ian Poston,
Dave Gauld, Beth Cornish, Ann Salmon,
Shirley Duggan.

This month’s eco
suggestions

� Walk or cycle if we can instead
of driving to places near home

Find out more about the climate
emergency and what we can do
to help

The churchyard in autumn

A friendly bee enjoying the churchyard


