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God is the builder of everything. Hebrews 3:4b

At the beginning of March, All Saints’
applied for an Eco Church Gold award. We
prepared a large, illustrated report to go
with the application. It was good to look
back at everything we’ve done as a church
over the last four years to put caring for
God’s world at the heart of our church’s
life. (You can view this ‘Supporting
Evidence’ report by using the link on the
Eco Church page of our website, in the last
bullet point under the ‘Making progress’
heading.)

The report was about looking forwards as
well as back. Besides keeping up the good
work we’re doing already, as part of our
application we produced two important
plans for the future (which again can be

viewed using links in the ‘Making progress’

section on the Eco Church page). Oneis a
Churchyard Management Plan, which we
will write about in a future issue of ‘in
touch’. The other plan is the main focus of
this article — our Energy Management
Plan.

When we made a Carbon 360 assessment,
it showed that All Saints’ greatest impact
on the environment comes from the
energy we use in our buildings. We are a
high energy user because the church
centre is used daytimes and evenings
throughout the week. The church nave

has electric pew heaters; the chancel and
the church centre have radiators powered
by gas boilers, which also heat the tap
water.

Putting this in an environmental context,
less than half the UK’s electricity currently
comes from renewables, and gas is a
polluting fossil fuel. The Energy Footprint
Tool return we make to the C of E each
year shows that we’ve already made some
energy savings by changing all the lights to
LEDs, and by making the best use of
existing heating controls. For the sake of
the environment, however, it would be
good to reduce our energy use further,
and to move away from using gas.

We also have a very old and inefficient
pew heating system in the church, which
doesn’t keep us warm enough! So we
need to do something for the sake of our
congregations too!

And then there’s the financial benefit.
Like everyone else, All Saints’ has felt the
effects of increasing energy prices. If we
can save energy, it will lower our running
costs as well. Warmer, cheaper, and
greener — what’s not to like?!

In November 2024 a consultant carried
out a comprehensive energy audit of All
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Saints’ buildings. After reviewing the look forward to a warmer, cheaper and
consultant’s recommendations, the PCC  greener future for our church buildings.
(Church Council) agreed an ambitious

plan which aims to make the following Roger McFarland & Dave Gauld
improvements in the next five years:

e new, far more efficient pew heaters in To find out more or to share your ideas on

the church; Eco Church please go to the website
e point-of-use water heaters in the www.allsaintsspringfield.org.uk/church-
kitchen and toilets; life/eco-church or speak to one of the Eco
® increased loft and cavity wall Church Group — Roger McFarland, Nicky
insulation; Morecroft, Chris McFarland, lan Poston,
® air-to-air heat pump systems in the Dave GGUId, Beth Cornish, Ann Salmon,
church centre; Shirley Duggan.
e the potential for a small array of solar
panels on part of the church centre This month’s eco
roof. suggestions
This offers an exciting way forward for All | 3Rs: reduce how much we buy,
Saints’, which is fully explained in the re-use what we've finished with,
Energy Management Plan. Spread over and
five years, the total cost of these recycle what we can't re-use
improvements could be in the region of g G ith h h
£75,000. This will inevitably require 0 green v.\"t money t roug
fundraising, although grants may be ethical bankl.ng and savings — find
available to meet some of these costs. out how at justmoney.org.uk
And if we make this investment, we can




