
ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, SPRINGFIELD 

2nd MAY 2021 – FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
www.allsaintsspringfield.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/all-saints-church-springfield-134443059966603 

in touch for MAY is available in church and online 

TODAY 

Available from 8.00am 
Morning Prayer on YouTube 
https://youtu.be/cmrZbxsTuWg 
   preacher: Keith Otter 

   readings: Acts 8:26-40 

    John 15:1-8 
 

10.30am A Service of the Word in church 
   For those who have booked 
   preacher: Robin Stevens 

   readings: Acts 8:26-40 

    John 15:1-8 

 
Starting live at 10.30am 
Sunday Special on Zoom 

People join the service as a Zoom video conference. 

If you would like to be ‘invited’ to future ‘Virtual Sunday 

Specials’, please email vic.leverett@gmail.com 

   leader: Vic Leverett 

 
Starting live at 4.30pm 
Company and Prayer on Zoom 

You are invited to join a friendly group for a chat over 

tea or coffee and a short time of prayer on Zoom. 

If you would like to join in please email or call 

roger.mcfarland@icloud.com, 01245 263112. 

   leader: Roger McFarland 

 

On the table by the font are: 

Christian Aid envelopes: Please use one to make your 

donation to the work of Christian Aid and complete the Gift 

Aid slip if you can. The envelope should be left in church (or 

returned to church, if you take it home). 

Papers for the Annual Parochial Church meetings: 

There are some sets of papers for those who do not have 

access to the church web site. You will find a link to the full 

set of papers on the What’s On page of the church website. 

There are also nomination forms for churchwarden, the 

deanery synod and the Church Council. 

Choir: The latest guidance in England for singing during 

Acts of Worship now means that it is possible to use a 

small choir for services with associated rehearsals. Singers 

are required to be at a 2-metre distance from each other. 

Congregational singing indoors is still not permitted at this 

current time. 

THIS WEEK 

We 5 10.00am Holy Communion in church 

   7.30pm The Church Council meets on Zoom 

 Su 9 Sixth Sunday of Easter 
From 8.00am Holy Communion on YouTube 

  president: The Rector 

  preacher: Keith Otter 

 10.30am Holy Communion in church 

  president: The Rector 

  preacher: The Rector 

 10.30am Sunday Special on Zoom 

  leader:  Vic Leverett 

 4.30pm Company & Prayer on zoom 

  leader: Roger McFarland 

 

For your prayers: 

Those who are unwell: Ron Smith, Jonathan Thompson, 

Nikki Mallett, Peggy Mann, Rosemary Tufnell, Lesley and 

John Mann, Roy Alexander, Vic and Toni Lawrence, 

Doreen Cornish, Grahame Payne, William Bunby, 

Margaret Clay, Margaret Yallop, Dan Pierce, Marina 

Wood, Edward Chandler, Edward and Gloria Malyon and 

Margaret Monk. 

Those who have been bereaved: The families and friends of 

Audrey Marler and Steve Newlyn. 

From the Christians Together in Chelmsford Prayer Rota: We 

pray for the work of Christian Aid as we approach the 

traditional Christian Aid Week. 

Urgent need for empty plastic bottles! We need 

lots of empty plastic bottles so that we can make a large 

plastic bottles cross to put up in the churchyard during 

June and July as a sign that we’re an Eco Church. Please 

help us by collecting your empty plastic bottles, with or 

without tops, and putting them in the marked bin in the 

courtyard beyond the Church Centre entrance at the 

back of the church. Any clean plastic bottles please 

(except from cleaners that use harsh chemicals), but no 

yoghurt pots or rectangular tubs etc. 

Church open: With the church building open for public 

worship, we still have to follow the safety precautions as 

before with advance bookings for Sunday services at the 

latest by noon on the day before the service (and numbers 

continue to be limited for Covid safety reasons). There’s 

now no need to book for mid-week services in church, 
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If you picture a vine what you see in your mind’s 
eye is probably the whole vine rather than just the 
root or the trunk. It doesn’t do to press an analogy 
too far, but I am attracted to that idea of Jesus as 
the whole vine, including the branches. He says He 
is the vine and His followers are the branches. 
Those who believe in Christ are united to Him and 
become His fruit-bearing representatives in the 
world. It is sometimes said that “He has no feet but 
our feet, no hands but our hands.” 
 
How is the average person who is not yet a 
Christian going to see Christ active in the world? Of 
course, he or she may encounter Christ directly in 
their own lives. But perhaps for most they will only 
encounter Him through those who are already His 
followers, the branches on that vine which is Christ, 
active in the world on His behalf. 
 
We can think of the friars, monks and nuns working 
among the poorest in the world and the Christian 
doctors and nurses bringing medical care to remote 
areas in developing countries. There are others, 
such as the Christians in Kenya devoting themselves 
to house and nurture orphans and other 
impoverished children, keeping an interest in them 
not only during their childhoods but also into their 
adult lives. 
 
And what about us? At this moment in time God has 
not placed us in an impoverished area or called us 
to exercise our skills overseas. We are called to 
demonstrate His love in what we do in our ordinary 
lives. How we do that will depend on our unique 
individual personalities and gifts. It is in our 
everyday interactions with other people that most of 
us will be called on to demonstrate God’s love. 
 
Nevertheless, I don’t suppose many of us think “I 
need to be Christlike now” every time we meet 
someone. What we can do is try to cultivate an 
attitude of mind that strives to reflect Christ. 
 

In my everyday actions my immediate thought is 
probably going to be about paying for the items I’ve 
put into the shopping basket or whatever. I know 
there will be times when I fail to have a Christlike 
attitude. 
 
But we have help in that. Jesus tells us that His 
Father is the vinegrower. God tends every branch in 
Jesus that bears fruit so that it will bear more fruit. 
God stands ever ready to enhance our spiritual 
health through His written word, through our 
interactions with Him in prayer and reflection, and 
through His guidance in our hearts if we will only be 
open to Him. 
 
According to most modern translations, Jesus tells 
us that the Father prunes the fruit-bearing 
branches. The Greek word translated “prunes” can 
also be translated as “cleanses”, which could be why 
Jesus goes on to tell His disciples that they have 
already been cleansed. They have been cleansed 
through knowing and following Him. May the same 
be true of us. 
 

 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter with Keith Otter 

John 15:1-8 — Jesus the true vine 

Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that 

bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been 

cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 

bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you 

are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can 

do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 

gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 

whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit 

and become my disciples.” 


