
ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, SPRINGFIELD 
25th APRIL 2021 – FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
www.allsaintsspringfield.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/all-saints-church-springfield-134443059966603 
in touch for MAY is available in church and online 

TODAY 

Available from 8.00am 
Holy Communion on YouTube 
https://youtu.be/X_n_4mkzKEQ 
   president: The Rector 
   preacher: Robin Stevens 
   readings: Acts 4:5-12 
    John 10:11-18 
 
10.30am Holy Communion in church 
   For those who have booked 
   president: The Rector 
   preacher: The Rector 
   readings: Acts 4:5-12 
    John 10:11-18 
 
Starting live at 10.30am 
Sunday Special on Zoom 

People join the service as a Zoom video conference. 
If you would like to be ‘invited’ to future ‘Virtual Sunday 

Specials’, please email vic.leverett@gmail.com 
   leader: Vic Leverett 
 
Starting live at 4.30pm 
Company and Prayer on Zoom 

You are invited to join a friendly group for a chat over 
tea or coffee and a short time of prayer on Zoom. 

If you would like to join in please email or call 
roger.mcfarland@icloud.com, 01245 263112. 

   leader: Roger McFarland 
 
The Ron Gregory Photography Competition: 
Chelmsford Mildmay Rotary are holding a competition in 
Ron’s memory. It is for photos taken outside between 
Monday 1 March and Monday 31 May. It is open to all ages 
and the closing date is midnight on Friday 4 June. The 
competition will be judged, independently, by a 
professional photographer and entry fees (£3 per photo) 
will support Rotary charities. For full details for how to 
submit entries and an entry form, go to 
www.mildmayrotary.org.uk. 

Choir: We hope to have a small choir in church next 
Sunday because the latest guidance in England for singing 
during Acts of Worship now means that it is possible to 
use a small choir for services with associated rehearsals. 
Singers are required to be at a 2-metre distance from each 
other. Congregational singing indoors is still not permitted 
at this current time. 

THIS WEEK 

We 28 10.00am Morning Prayer in church 

 Su 2 Fifth Sunday of Easter 
From 8.00am Morning Prayer on YouTube 
  preacher: Pat Otter 
 10.30am Service of the Word in church 
  with a small, live choir 
  preacher: Robin Stevens 
 10.30am Sunday Special on Zoom 
  leader:  Vic Leverett 
 4.30pm Company & Prayer on zoom 
  leader: Roger McFarland 
 
For your prayers: 
Those who are unwell: Ron Smith, Jonathan Thompson, 
Nikki Mallett, Peggy Mann, Rosemary Tufnell, Lesley and 
John Mann, Roy Alexander, Vic and Toni Lawrence, 
Doreen Cornish, Grahame Payne, William Bunby, 
Margaret Clay, Margaret Yallop, Dan Pierce, Marina 
Wood, Edward Chandler, Edward and Gloria Malyon and 
Margaret Monk. 

Those who have been bereaved: The families and friends of 
Audrey Marler and Steve Newlyn. 

From the Christians Together in Chelmsford Prayer Rota: We 
pray for St Paul’s Church, Great Baddow, and the Revd 
Phil Sheldrake. 

The Weald Park Country Show: We have been asked 
to draw your attention to this event in Brentwood on 
Saturday 22/Sunday 23 May from 10.00am to 5.00pm each day. 
They say “this is the event with something for everybody”. 
There are many new and exciting attractions, amazing 
shopping, rural crafts areas that are both fun and educational, 
a Classic Car area and so much more! Full details and 
discounted tickets at www.wealdcountryshow.co.uk 

Church opening: With the church building open for 
public worship, we hope to see more of our congregation 
able to join us for worship. However, we will have to 
follow the same safety precautions as before with advance 
bookings for Sunday services at the latest by noon on the 
day before the service (and numbers continue to be 
limited for Covid safety reasons), There’s now no need to 
book for mid-week services in church, 

Bookings to services@allsaintsspringfield.org.uk or by 
phone to 01245 356720.



The resurrection had a significant and lasting effect 
on the apostles. It totally affected and changed the 
way they lived their lives. From a collection of 
frightened people – one of whom who had even 
denied knowing Jesus – they grew into a force to be 
reckoned with. They felt called by Christ not to just 
go to church but to be church. 
Last week in the reading from the Acts we heard 
what happened after Peter had healed a lame man. 
The impact of the resurrection made him bold 
enough to explain that the power and glory of Jesus 
were at work in the healing. It was the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob who was responsible. 
Jesus was the one that the people had called to be 
killed and it’s by faith in his name that the lame man 
had been healed. For a broken group of people, the 
way Peter speaks is very powerful. 
Today we heard how the healing of that lame man 
led to Peter and John being arrested. We heard that 
the religious leaders in Jerusalem established a 
public enquiry. Peter and John are asked: ‘by what 
power or by what name did you do this?’ 
The crucial question in the trial is not why did you 
do this? Or what were your motives? Or even who 
was paying you? But by what power and in whose 
name did you do this? Peter’s response is made in 
the power of the Spirit – he makes the point that 
the lame man is now standing because of Jesus 
Christ. 
We can usefully ask ourselves the same question – 
by what power, and in whose name do we live our 
lives today? Are we held captive by the powers of 
consumerism, global markets and ‘keeping up with 
the Joneses’? Do we put great store by the name on 
our designer labels, by the car on our drive and by 
image that we present to the world? 
Or do we have more compelling allegiances that 
centre our lives on a spiritual truth? These are 
important questions which are relevant not only to 
Christian believers but also to thinking people 
throughout our nation and beyond. 

What motivates us? What beliefs do we firmly hold 
on to? For what or for whom would we put 
ourselves on the line? By what power, in whose 
name, do we act? 
In the next three weeks we’ll hear about the 
Spirit-led evangelism that followed the scattering of 
the Jerusalem Church. Then we’ll hear about a 
challenging moment in the Church’s history when a 
group of Gentiles are received into the Christian 
fellowship. And on the seventh Sunday of Easter 
we’ll hear about the selection of Matthias to bring 
the apostles up to strength. 
So can we be inspired by the power of the 
resurrection and the power of the Spirit to stand up 
for our faith? Can we share the liveliness of the 
early Church and their faith and trust in God that 
helped them to believe that they could achieve what 
God was calling them to do? 
The picture from these extracts from the early 
chapters of the Acts is of a changed community. 
That’s what we’re called to. And this ties in with our 
gospel reading today where Jesus describes himself 
as ‘the good shepherd’. Jesus is giving the disciples 
the first step in their task of being his changed 
followers and bringing in the Kingdom. 
The step begins with the words, “I am the Good 
Shepherd. I know you and you know me. I lay my 
life down for you, and I call you in to my mission 
and my work. And you must not be afraid, for you 
are not alone, but I am with you and I send you into 
the whole world to preach the Good News. And the 
Good News is all is forgiven, come back to God and 
once again be restored to the great dignity that had 
been, and has been, bestowed upon you. For God 
has created you not for this life only, but for eternal 
life.” 
Today, the Good Shepherd calls us to know him and 
to love him, and to allow the power of his risen life 
to make an impact on us so that we can be his 
people in the world. 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter with Robin Stevens 
Acts 4:5-12 

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, 
John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand in 
their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned today 
because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be 
known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is 

‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’ 

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we 
must be saved.” 

 


