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in touch for FEBRUARY is available in church and online 

TODAY 
Available from 8.00am 
Holy Communion on YouTube 
https://youtu.be/idchYIah864 
   president: The Rector 

   preacher: Keith Otter 

   readings: Genesis 9:8-17 

    Mark 1:9-15 
 

Starting live at 3.00pm 
Sunday Special Holy Communion on Zoom 

People join the service as a Zoom video conference. 

If you would like to be ‘invited’ to future ‘Virtual Sunday 

Specials’, please email vic.leverett@gmail.com 

   president: The Rector 
 

Starting live at 4.30pm 
Company and Prayer on Zoom 
You are invited to join a friendly group for a chat over tea 

or coffee and a short time of prayer on Zoom. 

If you would like to join in please email or call 

roger.mcfarland@icloud.com, 01245 263112. 

   leader: Roger McFarland 

 

Prayer: In response to reaching the terrible milestone of 

100,000 deaths from COVID-19, the Archbishops invite 

all to call on God in Prayer. The following is their prayer 

for this week: 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

in these dark and difficult days, we turn our hearts to you. 

In ages past, you have delivered our nation from disaster. 

Do it again, we pray. 

Give wisdom beyond human wisdom to our leaders, 

Give strength beyond human strength to the NHS and all 

our frontline workers. 

Give comfort beyond human comfort to the elderly and 

all who grieve. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

in these dark and difficult days, 

turn your face towards us, 

have mercy upon us, 

and heal our land, we pray. 

Amen 

A request from AgeUK:  They have a disabled client 

who wants to wear a suit to his mum’s funeral. If you have 

a suit you are happy to donate that matches the following 

size, please contact me. Many thanks. 

chest 44”; Waist 43”; inside leg 30”   Liz Belsham 256792 

THIS WEEK 

We 24 8.30am The Rector’s short reflection and 

prayer on Zoom (see below) 

   7.00pm Ministry Team meets on zoom 

 Su 28 Second Sunday of Lent 
From 8.00am Holy Communion on YouTube 

  president: The Rector 

  preacher: The Rector 

 10.30am Sunday Special on Zoom 

  leaders: Roger & Chris McFarland 

 4.30pm Company & Prayer on Zoom 

  leader: Roger McFarland 

 

For your prayers: 

Those who are unwell: Ron Smith, Jonathan Thompson, Nikki 

Mallett, Peggy Mann, Rosemary Tufnell, Lesley and John 

Mann, Roy Alexander, Vic and Toni Lawrence, Doreen 

Cornish, Grahame Payne, William Bunby, Margaret Clay, 

Margaret Yallop and Dan Pierce. 

Those who have been bereaved: The families and friends of 

Roy Newman, Richard Brenchley, John Evitt, Beryl Symes, 

Edward Lacey, Peggy Howell and Hazel Farr. 

From the Christians Together in Chelmsford Prayer Rota: We 

pray for St. Andrew’s Church, Chelmsford, and the Revd 

Simon Pearce. 

CMS Lent Boxes: Owing to the Covid Pandemic we 

were unable to collect Lent Boxes last Easter. We are also 

unable to have them available in church this Lent but it 

would be good if people could save a little each day/week 

and then at Easter send the money to CMS either by post 

(Church Mission Society, Watlington Road, Oxford OX4 

6BZ) or online through their website 

www.churchmissionsociety.org/give2021. 

If you are unable to do either of these, I will be happy to 

do this on your behalf. 

Pat Davis (Tel 250278) 7 Humber Road. 

Lent Reflections on Pastoral Principles: Revd 

Susan will be sharing a short reflection and prayer on each 

of the six Church of England Pastoral Principles as a Lent 

series. The six reflections will be shared on Zoom on 

Wednesdays starting on Wednesday 24 February at 

8.30am. There’s more information in the Rector’s letter 

in the March ‘in touch’ (published next week). 

Please email revsusaniskander@gmail.com for the Zoom 

code, which will be the same for the series of six 

reflections. 
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Our two readings, Genesis 9:8-17 and Mark 1:9-
15 describe God’s Covenant with Noah and 
Christ’s baptism. In his first letter Peter reminds 
us that Noah and his family were saved by going 
through the waters of the flood and sees a 
parallel with our salvation through the waters of 
baptism. Christ’s more perfect salvation, Peter 
says, can even extend to those whose 
disobedience led to the Flood.. It can certainly 
extend to us whatever we have done. 

And in both readings there is a new beginning. 

When Noah and his family step out of the ark 
they are all that is left of the human race. God 
has washed away the old world and it is time to 
start again and build the world afresh as God 
wishes it to be. That’s a good parallel with 
baptism when you think about it. 

Jesus’s baptism was a new beginning for Him. He 
turns away from life as a craftsman to devote 
Himself to the mission God has given Him. It is 
the moment when Jesus turns on to a path that 
will lead Him to die for our sakes outside 
Jerusalem on that first Good Friday. 

Covenant provides another parallel between the 
readings. 

Jesus’ death on the Cross wrought a New 
Covenant between God and human beings, sealed 
in Christ’s own blood. But that was only possible 
because Jesus was both fully God and fully 
human. 

We know that John was very reluctant to baptise 
Jesus. Yet Jesus insists that it is the proper thing 
to do. John was reluctant to baptise Jesus 

because baptism was a sign of repentance for sin 
and Jesus was without sin. But by being baptised 
Jesus demonstrated His solidarity with sinful 
human beings. It is that solidarity that He takes to 
the Cross. It is through His solidarity with us that 
we can be part of the New Covenant if we 
embrace solidarity with Him. In his letter Peter 
sees the salvation through Christ as even 
extended to those whose disobedience led to the 
Flood. It can certainly extend to us, whatever we 
may have done. 

God’s Covenant with Noah is seen as being one 
with the whole of humanity, since at that point 
Noah and his family were the whole of humanity. 
The ancient Hebrews saw us all as his 
descendants,whatever our race or creed, and as 
such explicitly included in that Covenant. 

The Covenant is not just with humanity. God 
makes the Covenant not only with Noah and his 
descendants but with all living creatures. It is 
worth reading Genesis Chapter 9 and looking at 
the earlier part of the Covenant, where God puts 
all living creatures into Noah’s hands and by 
implication into ours as well. 

We share that Covenant with God with every 
other human being on the planet and with every 
other living creature. Tragically, as we know  the 
things we human beings have been doing are 
making life difficult for many human communities 
and life itself precarious. But all life is precious to 
God. We need to do something about it and that 
responsibility has fallen to this generation. We 
may be the last of Noah’s descendants with 
enough time left. 

First Sunday of Lent with Keith Otter 
Part of Genesis 9:8-17 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you 

and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic 

animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant 
with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be 

a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and 

you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, 

and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.” 

Part of Mark 1:9-15 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as 

he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove 

on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;  with you I am well pleased.” 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, 

tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 

 


