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29th NOVEMBER 2020 – THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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in touch for DECEMBER is available in church and online 

TODAY 

Available from 8.00am 
Holy Communion online 
https://youtu.be/OlUwBIQFMWs 
   president: The Rector 
   preacher: The Rector 
   readings: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
    Mark 13:24-37 
 

Starting live at 10.30am 
Virtual Sunday Special online 
People join the service as a Zoom video conference. If you 

would like to be ‘invited’ to future ‘Virtual Sunday 
Specials’, please email vic.leverett@gmail.com 

   leader: Roger McFarland 
 
2.30-3.30pm Church open for personal prayer 
 
December arrangements for worship: 
As the November lockdown comes to an end and we 
return to Tier 2 on Wednesday 2 December, churches are 
allowed to open again for worship under the same 
restrictions as before, with strict hygiene and distancing, no 
household interaction and (sadly) no singing in services. 
The worship arrangements are given in the December 
church magazine and on the church’s website and they are, 
at the time of writing, believed to be correct! 
Our December pattern of worship to Wednesday 16 will be: 
x On Wednesdays: Holy Communion in church at 

10.00am (which is recorded for making available online 
on Sunday mornings from 8.00am) 

x On Sundays: An act of worship (either Morning Prayer 
or Holy Communion) in church at 10.30am 

x Sunday Special on zoom from 10.30am 
x The church will also be open for personal prayer for an 

hour from 11.00am on Wednesdays and from 2.30pm 
on Sundays. 

From Sunday 20 December we move to the pattern of 
services shown on the right. There is still a requirement to 
book your place at services in church but we will only 
accept bookings for the Christmas and New Year 
services (20-31 December) from Sunday 13 Decem-
ber onwards. When you book you must say which service 
you are booking for, give your name and contact details and 
the number of places you wish to book in your family 
bubble. Booking to: 
services@allsaintsspringfield.org.uk or, if you have no 
internet connection, phone 01245 356720. 

THIS WEEK 

We 2 10.00am Holy Communion service in church  
   11.00am Church open for personal prayer 

(to noon) 
   7.30pm Deanery Synod meets on zoom 

 Su 6 Second Sunday of Advent 
From 8.00am Holy Communion online 
  president: The Curate 
  preacher: Pat Otter 

 10.30am Morning Prayer in church 
  preacher: Robin Stevens 

 10.30am Virtual Sunday Special online 
  leader: Vic Leverett 

 2.30pm Church open for personal prayer (to 
3.30pm) 

 
For your prayers: 
Those who are unwell: Ron Smith, Jonathan Thompson, Nikki 
Mallett, Peggy Mann, Rosemary Tufnell, Lesley and John 
Mann, Roy Alexander, Vic and Toni Lawrence, Doreen 
Cornish, Grahame Payne, William Bunby, Margaret Clay, 
Diane Hewes and Roy Newman. 

Those who have been bereaved: John, Lesley and Mary at the 
death of Robert Mann (the brother of John and Mary 
Mann). 

From the Christians Together in Chelmsford Prayer Rota: we 
pray for The Redeemed Christian Church of God and 
Pastor Ade Ajayi. 
Services during the week to Christmas Day 
Sunday 20  8.00am Holy Communion on YouTube 
 10.30am Holy Communion in church 
 2.30pm personal prayer in church to 3.30pm 
 3.00pm Sunday Special Holy Communion on 

Zoom 
 4.30pm Nine Lessons and Carols on 

YouTube – it would be good if we 
could all join in with this together 

Weds 23 10.00am Holy Communion & carols in church 
 11.00am personal prayer in church to noon 
Thurs 24 3.00pm Viewing the crib (to 5.00pm) 
 6.00pm A second opportunity to join in the 

service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
 11.30pm First Communion of Christmas in 

church 
Friday 25 10.30am Communion Together in church 
 10.30am Christmas Special on Zoom 



Maybe at last we can begin to believe that there is 
light at the end of the tunnel. When we entered 
these dark days we weren’t sure if we’d ever see the 
light of day again. We didn’t know if we could feel 
the freedom of a full life and be able to be fully 
human again. We have clung onto faith and hope 
and the possibility of becoming more fully ourselves. 
Now we are beginning to believe that we can have 
this sooner than we thought. We think liberation will 
come when everyone has been vaccinated. 
 
And yet we know that although much can be 
restored to our human existence through this 
vaccine, we now have an opportunity to review our 
lives before Covid. To bring to bear the wisdom 
from the times of reflection on our lives in 
lockdown. We had those moments of reconnection 
with the created world around us during the first 
lockdown in spring. As the duration of restrictions 
began to bite our realisations grew about the true 
the priorities in our life. We were even asked to 
decide the priorities of our relationships when we 
decided who is in our bubble, or our group of six. 
 
In a way 2020 has been a year of Advent season. 
We have been looking forward to the hope of things 
to come and yet still muddling through the mire of 
who we really are. We have been waiting for 
liberation from this devastating disease and the 
restrictions that impact every aspect of our lives. 
 
Advent is not just a season of waiting for Christmas. 
It’s not just a season for preparing our homes for 
the joy of family gatherings at Christmas – as 
restrictions allow. Noticing their importance all the 
more for the limitations. Advent is not even solely a 
season of preparing our souls and our lives for the 
real meaning of Christmas – a celebration of the 
coming of the baby Jesus. The saviour who changed 
the world by becoming fully human, being born of 
woman, living the childhood and life of a human 
beings, getting fully in touch with what it is to be 
human and then in the acts of submitting to 
crucifixion and resurrection, turning the old order on 
its head and conquering death for us. So that we 

never need to live in fear again. In that Easter 
revelation he turned death into life and flung open 
the gates of heaven to all who would dare to call his 
name, and acknowledge him as friend and brother. 
Advent is also a season of preparing for a time we 
do not know. For the moment when he will break 
back into the scuzzy life of this world to rinse it 
clean with his grace and peace and love. That 
moment when the whole world will be transformed 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
God knows we will be thankful when the vaccines 
are proved effective for everyone. Then we can hug 
our family and friends and share a beer in the pub 
with our mates and go to the cinema. 
 
Yet let us be thankful now too. For the skill of the 
scientists who have worked so diligently though the 
lockdowns and restrictions to persevere with their 
research and help to bring this relief. Thankful not 
just to our UK Covid experience of death and loss 
and grief and pain, but also to those who have had 
it much harder. Those without access to fresh water 
for hand washing, whose economic situation has not 
permitted social distancing as without welfare 
benefits they have had to keep working, and those 
whose culture has discouraged face coverings. 
 
The least we can do is to keep the Covid 
precautions going for along as we need to – ‘hands : 
space : face’.  
 
And the most we can do is to transform that 
experience into an opportunity to receive and pass 
on the grace of God by reflecting in Advent on what 
Christ Jesus has already done for us, what he is 
doing for us every day in liberating us from fear, in 
loving us and in forgiving us – such that we can in 
all gratitude and openness of heart pass on that 
blessing to those around us – at a safe distance and 
through his strength and power. 
 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you now and forever. Amen. 

First Sunday of Advent with the Rector 
I Corinthians 1:3-9 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— just as 
the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you are not lacking in any spiritual 
gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that 
you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into 
the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 


