
ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, SPRINGFIELD 
22nd NOVEMBER 2020 – CHRIST THE KING 

www.allsaintsspringfield.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/all-saints-church-springfield-134443059966603 
in touch for NOVEMBER is available in church and online 

TODAY 

Available from 8.00am 
Holy Communion online 
https://youtu.be/tBD6RIKapJI 
   president: The Curate 
   preacher: Dave Gauld 
   readings: Ephesians 1:15-23 
    Matthew 25:31-46 
 
2.30-3.30pm Church open for personal prayer 
 

Starting live at 10.30am 
Virtual Sunday Special online 
People join the service as a Zoom video conference. If you 

would like to be ‘invited’ to future ‘Virtual Sunday 
Specials’, please email vic.leverett@gmail.com 

   leader: Vic Leverett 
 
November lockdown: Sadly we are unable to hold 
public services in the church during the November 
lockdown. The church is open for personal prayer on 
Wednesdays from 11.00 am until noon, and on Sundays 
from 2.30 - 3.30pm – booking is not required but please 
wear a face covering. All Saints’ Online Sunday Services 
from 8.00am and Virtual Sunday Special are continuing 
as usual. 

The church is still here to help those in need. If you need 
help (or you know someone else who would) or would 
appreciate regular contact then please let us know at 
support@allsaintsspringfield.org.uk or by phoning 01245 
356720. 

Macmillan Cake Morning on 25 September: We 
have now received confirmation and grateful thanks from 
Macmillan that the total raised from our cake morning was 
£416.00. To this total the tax recovered from the 
Government through Gift Aid has yet to be added. Thank 
you again to everyone who helped raise this splendid 
amount.      Social Committee. 

Stir Up Sunday: This Sunday is the last Sunday of the 
Church’s year and for many years the collect began, “Stir 
up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of they faithful 
people.” It lent itself in Victorian times to the tradition 
that the family would gather round and stir the Christmas 
pudding five weeks before Christmas. When the new 
lectionary proposed the day as “Christ the King”, the 
traditional collect was lost. But listen carefully, because it 
reappears as the prayer after Communion. Get stirring! 

THIS WEEK 

 Tu 24 7.30pm Ministry Team meeting on zoom 

We 25  11.00am Church open for personal prayer 

 Su 29 First Sunday of Advent 
From 8.00am Holy Communion online 
  president: The Rector 
  preacher: The Rector 
 10.30am Virtual Sunday Special online 
  leader: Roger McFarland 
 2.30pm Church open for personal prayer (to 

3.30pm) 
 
For your prayers: 
Those who are unwell: Ron Smith, Jonathan Thompson, Nikki 
Mallett, Peggy Mann, Rosemary Tufnell, Lesley and John 
Mann, Roy Alexander, Gerald, Vic and Toni Lawrence, 
Doreen Cornish, Grahame Payne, William Bunby, Margaret 
Clay, Diane Hewes and Roy Newman. 

Those who have been bereaved: John, Lesley and Mary at the 
death of Robert Mann (the brother of John and Mary 
Mann). His funeral will be on Tuesday 24th November  at 
11:30am. Ask the Rector for details if you’d like to follow 
the service on the internet. 

From the Christians Together in Chelmsford Prayer Rota: we 
pray for Broomfield Methodist Church and the Mid-Essex 
branch of Gideons UK. 
All Saints’ new website: Our new website is now up 
and running, giving you better information about life at All 
Saints’ in a fresh, easy-to-use format. The Home page is 
still at www.allsaintsspringfield.org.uk. There’s a special 
feature there about the new website and where to find 
the things which interest you. 

Angel Tree: is a scheme run by Prison Fellowship to 
enable children of prisoners to receive a Christmas 
present as if from their parent.  If you would be willing to 
provide a present for a boy or girl for about £10, please 
phone or email Pat Otter: 
01245 2670093    pshea@otters.me.uk. 

in touch: We are planning to print and deliver the 
December issue of the magazine as normal – it is now with 
the printer. It assumes we can return to the church for 
public (distanced) worship and gives full details of our 
plans for Christmas (e.g. there will be a service online of 
Nine Lessons & Carols) but some of the services will 
move out of the church if we’re still not allowed to open 
for public worship. 



Today’s teaching comes in response to the 
questions of the disciples: “Tell us, when will this 
be, and what will be the sign of your coming and 
of the end of the age?”. The one thing that is 
certain, according to Jesus, is that the Son of Man, 
will come in glory to judge the nations. 

The coming judgment is compared to a shepherd 
separating the sheep from the goats. The criteria 
by which all will be judged are crystal clear. 

In the final judgment, those who are at the right 
hand of the Son of Man are called the righteous. It 
is not because of their superior knowledge of 
Scripture or exceptional spiritual gifts that they are 
called righteous. Rather, it is the mercy and 
compassion that they have shown to the hungry, 
the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, and 
the imprisoned that indicates their righteousness. 
The Son of Man, who is also identified as king, 
says to them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me”. 

For those at the king’s left hand, the situation is 
the opposite. In ignoring the needs of the least of 
these, they have rejected the Son of Man. They 
are sent away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life. 

It would be easy to see this teaching as a lesson in 
Salvation by good works. However, the teaching is 
much more nuanced than that. Those on the right 
hand are told, “Come, you that are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you”. The 
kingdom is an inheritance, a gift, not something 

earned. Moreover, the righteous are unaware of 
what they have done. “Lord, when did we see you 
hungry?” They have not been acting in some 
calculated way to earn God’s favour. They have 
simply been doing what comes naturally for them 
in caring for their neighbours in need. Their actions 
are a sign of their relationship with a loving and 
merciful God, the Son of Man who came not to be 
served but to serve. 

Those on the king’s left are likewise surprised to 
learn that they have encountered him in the lowly 
and needy. They too have simply been doing what 
comes naturally; -- looking out for their own 
interests and not being bothered with the needs of 
others. This too is a sign of their relationship -- or 
lack thereof -- with the King. They simply do not 
know him or understand his way of love and 
mercy. 

This talk of judgement makes the parable of the 
sheep and the goats difficult to preach, yet if there 
were no judgment, it would mean that God didn’t 
care about the injustice and suffering in the world. 
But in fact, God does care. God cares passionately 
about the suffering of the least of his people, and 
about whether we cause or ignore it. 

Even as the King is now highly exalted, raised from 
the dead and seated far above all rule and 
authority, he is not distant and aloof. He is a king 
who still lives among his subjects, disguised as a 
pauper. He is a merciful ruler who still comes to 
meet us in all our brokenness, and calls us to meet 
him in the needs of a broken and suffering world.  
Amen 

Christ the King with Dave Gauld 
Matthew 25:31-46 
Jesus said, ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 
throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the 
goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked 
and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the 
righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave 
you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave 
you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer 
them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did 
it to me.” Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we 
saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he 
will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 
me.” And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’ 


