
The Climate Emergency – Time For Action! 
 
Floods, storms, gales, heatwaves, wildfires, droughts, melting ice caps, rising sea levels – the 
increase in these so-called ‘natural’ events is in fact due to global warming, the earth’s 
atmosphere getting hotter because of an un-natural build-up of ‘greenhouse gases’ produced 
by human activities. Unless we take action now, things will only get worse. The impact will be 
felt across the world in food and water shortages, loss of wildlife and natural resources, and 
environmental destruction; threatening human health and livelihoods, and leading to more 
poverty, famine, conflict, and displaced populations. Inevitably the world’s poorest people will 
suffer the most. 
 
Why is this happening?  Global warming results from greenhouse gases like CO2 (carbon 
dioxide) and methane in the earth’s atmosphere, trapping heat from the sun so it can’t escape 
back into space. The gases mainly come from: 
• burning fossil fuels (gas, oil, coal, wood) to produce energy; 
• using petrol and diesel to power motor vehicles and aeroplanes; 
• using so much energy for heating, lighting, and electrical appliances in our homes and 

workplaces; 
• the amount of energy needed to produce and transport all the things we buy; 
• animal and dairy farming, and the use of agricultural fertilisers; 
• deforestation – particularly for cattle, soya and palm oil production – losing the trees’ 

capacity to take CO2 out of the atmosphere; 
• methane generated by landfill waste sites. 
 
Global warming is a reality and it’s getting worse. The decade to 2020 was the hottest on 
record, and 2016 and 2020 were the hottest years ever. Average global temperatures are 
already more than 1ºC above pre-industrial levels: scientists predict that if they go higher 
than +1.5ºC the effects could be disastrous. 
 
So what can we do to help?  If we all make a small contribution, together we will make a big 
difference. 
• Getting around:  Could we walk or cycle when we’re not going far? Or take the bus or 

train instead of driving? Could we share a car with someone else? How many miles per 
gallon do we get? Is it time to start looking for an electric car?  

• At home:  Do we remember to switch off lights and appliances when they don’t need to 
be on? Could we wear a warm jumper and turn down the temperature a bit? How about 
switching to a green energy supplier – which may work out cheaper? Do we use LED 
bulbs to save electricity? Could our home be better insulated? 

• What we eat:  Could we try having a meat-free day each week? And gradually reduce 
the amount of meat and dairy food that we eat? Could we buy more food which is 
produced locally rather than imported? How much food do we waste?  

• What we buy:  Could we make the most of what we already have, instead of buying 
more stuff? When we’re shopping, do we look for the most environment-friendly options? 
Could we cut down our use of plastic any further? When we’ve finished with things, could 
we give them to other people or a charity who could make use of them?  

 
Making changes like these is very important. But global warming is a world-wide problem, and 
it needs coordinated international action too. In November 2021 the UK government will chair 
the COP26 United Nations summit on climate change in Glasgow, which will be the most 
significant climate event for years. All the countries will be asked to make big reductions in 
their carbon emissions, and it’s vital for the world’s future that they do. All Saints’ is joining 
with other UK churches in a “Make COP26 Count” programme, which will highlight the 
churches’ own commitment to climate action, and we will be urging the government to give it 
top priority. 


