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All Saints’ Band (The ASBs) 
This last year has been an unprecedented year all round with the pandemic and no services in 
Church. We did, however, start 2020 with an Epiphany/Christingle Service lead by Roger 
McFarland – much enjoyed by all. This was then followed in February by a Worship Together 
with the Boys’ Brigade. Then March Worship Together before we went into ‘Lockdown’. We 
managed to play for a Worship Together service outside – safely distanced and in family 
bubbles at the beginning of September. 

We are very much looking forward to being able to resume singing together again when it is 
possible and would welcome any singers or musicians who would like to join us.  

Lynn Gauld 

All Saints’ Choir 
The choir, along with everyone else, had a strange year.  At the beginning of 2020, the choir 
sung at regular Sunday morning services and then lockdown happened.  The choir What’s App 
group was set up so that we could keep in touch with each other.  Singing was not allowed at 
the few in-church services allowed and, apart from a short period of time, the choir was not 
allowed to rehearse in church either.  Choir rehearsals moved online- and choir members learnt 
how to join Google or ZOOM virtual rehearsals—and how to record their parts remotely. 

Our grateful thanks must go to Will Warns, Director of Music, for his amazing work to support 
music in the church.  From a choir point of view, he has spent many hours editing and putting 
together the individual part recordings sent to him so that the choir could continue to support 
worship.  Who knew we could sound so good!  In addition, he has recorded music for the 
weekly recorded services, including some unusual additions, which will be recognised by all 
who are young at heart if you listen carefully to some of the improvisations. 

Even though working remotely, Will continued to challenge us with new pieces of music to 
learn, sent us backing tracks and recordings of him conducting so we could get the timings right 
and then assembled the recorded offerings.   

For a few weeks in October, November, and December we were allowed to rehearse in church- 
quite a strange experience having to sing socially distanced spread around the nave.  It was 
during this time that we were able to record music for Remembrance Sunday and Nine Lessons 
and Carols. 

The choir now has quite a repertoire of hymn and anthem recordings and we were delighted to 
be able to support the Rotary Club on-line Christmas Concert for CHESS in December with our 
recording of ‘Away in a Manger’. 

We held one choir social in March, just before lockdown, when we enjoyed a ‘Bring and Share’ 
meal.  Due to the restrictions, it was not possible to hold any more choir socials- however the 
regular chit chat and banter on the choir What’s App group has been a delight and lovely to 
share photos and amusing videos which lifted everyone’s mood. 

We look forward to returning to face to face singing in 2021. 
 Paula Hiett, Choir Secretary 

All Saints’ Orchestra 
The Orchestra has very little to report for 2020.  

We began the year with a couple of good rehearsals. Everyone was happy to be back and the 
enthusiasm was tangible.  

We have had several people who have asked to join us and we hope that they will still feel the 
same after the lockdown.  

We are looking forward to hearing when we can begin to make music again. 

Joy Bome 
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Children in Church 
At the start of the year, we had very good numbers of adults and children attending Children In 
Church. A wide variety of craft activities were enjoyed by several of the children which they 
enjoyed taking home to share with the rest of the family. 
 
An interactive story time was popular with the older children in a quiet setting where we read a 
range of stories. 
 
Blessings before our service in church were another popular feature of the Wednesday morning 
sessions followed by a short service including enthusiastic singing with shakers.  Then back for 
biscuit time, as it came to be known! 
 
All this seems such a long time ago now and such a pity that after March we were not able to 
keep in touch on a regular basis. Sadly, we could not say goodbye to those leaving us and going 
on to school, but we wish them well. 
 
When we can meet up again, I think we might need to get the spiders out of the cupboard and 
possibly buy some new biscuits! 

Christine McFarland 

Christian Aid 
Due to the Coronavirus pandemic in 2020 Christian Aid were unable to go ahead with their 
usual house-to-house collection in May.  
 
At All Saints’ we joined with other local churches in promoting the need for funds, asking 
individuals to make a donation online via a special link. Thank you to all who answered the call, 
as in Chelmsford £3,717.50 was raised in this way to help support the vital work that Christian 
Aid offers throughout the world. In addition, donations made in other ways from Chelmsford 
raised the total to £5,053.75 plus Gift Aid. 
 
I would like to thank Robin Stevens for his support in setting up the link and the overall 
administration of Chelmsford’s efforts for Christian Aid.  
 
Since 1945 Christian Aid has supported refugees through Christian Aid Week and other events 
throughout the year to help fund their ongoing work. The dates for 2021’s Christian Aid Week 
are 10-16 May. This year people will try to raise money to give ‘Hope for Communities in Crisis’ 
particularly regarding a lack of water because of climate change. 
 
Christian Aid has three different ways for us to help fight the climate crisis with their iconic 
Christian Aid Week envelope. Either classic house to house collections, or delivery only 
collections (where the donor brings the envelope back) or sending an e-envelope.  Christian Aid 
HQ is monitoring the coronavirus situation carefully, and they hope house-to-house collections 
will be possible this year, so please do consider being a collector around our parish. 

Barbara Garside  

Church Mission Society (CMS) 
All Saints' Church supports Chris and Veronica and their family, based in Valencia, Spain. We do 
this financially and in our prayers.  Chris normally travels abroad but due to COVID-19 
restrictions the family have stayed at home in 2020.  They were due to visit us.  Their local 
church has been helping people and also by delivering food parcels. Chris reflects that it has 
been a good opportunity to make new friends and to share the gospel. He keeps in touch with 
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us and his news is circulated on the weekly sheet and in In Touch.  He is still able to keep in 
touch with and support Moslem converts to Christianity in other countries and he comments 
on their strong faith in difficult circumstances. 

If you are sending a donation to CMS, please include a note to say that you are a member of All 
Saints' and that we support Chris and Veronica in Spain.  (We are not allowed to use full names 
or address, but this information is sufficient.) In the unlikely event that they receive more than 
sufficient money, the money you give will be allocated to other mission partners. 

If you would like to read the emails from Chris and Veronica as soon as we receive them, please 
send me your email. The birth of their 3rd child, a second son, in December 2019 has kept the 
family entertained during lockdown in 2020. 

For more information about CMS and their outreach and training and gap-year opportunities, 
please see the website: www.churchmissionsociety.org 

Pat Otter  

Communications 
The Church seeks to communicate with the congregation and the outside world in a number of 
ways, that are slowly evolving as technology changes. This has been particularly important 
during the times when we have not been able to worship in the church.  
 
I am grateful to Nicola Howard for posting on Facebook. This has increased in importance and 
reach since lockdown. 
 
Our new website was launched in November 2020 (at the same address) and I am grateful to 
Roger McFarland (and others) for liaising with the design company and bringing the new site to 
fruition.    
 
We have also tried to ensure that those without computers can keep in touch.  We still produce 
and deliver the monthly magazine ‘in touch’ but printed copies were not available for five 
months during the first lockdown.  The number of copies produced each month has fallen to 
250 as some people now read it online.    
 
We also produce a free weekly sheet of up-to-date service, prayer and church information with 
a summary of the main Sunday sermon that is available in church and online and by delivery. 
 
Since the first lockdown in March 2020 a Weekly Email has been sent to about 150 email 
addresses of people connected with All Saints’, and by December this had increased to about 
200 email addresses.” 
 
The noticeboard at the front of the church is kept up to date with news of the upcoming 
services. 

Robin Stevens 

Christians Together in Chelmsford-there is nothing to report. 

Social Committee Report  
Due to the COVID19 Pandemic all of the usual social committee events were cancelled from the 
23rd of March 2020-the first event usually being our Easter Breakfast. 
 

http://www.churchmissionsociety.org/
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The committee did however organise a Cake Morning in aid of Macmillan instead of the usual 
annual Macmillan Coffee Morning.   A selection of cakes was made by members of the 
committee.   The event was advertised, and anyone interested in receiving a slice of cake (or 
two) could telephone their order and on the morning of Friday 25th September 2020-the cake 
slices were delivered to peoples’ doors.   Social distancing was adhered to.   
 
A fantastic total of £416.00 was raised and given to Macmillan.  We were very pleased and 
grateful that so many people participated, and we had some very good feedback along with 
photos of the cakes and coffee at home. 

Elaine Sadler, Chair -Social Committee 

The Lunch Club 
The monthly Lunch Club met for the first three months of 2020 prior to the lockdown. At that 
time, we had twenty-two guests on our books and all of them valued the opportunity to 
socialise with their friends while enjoying a home cooked meal. Always a happy occasion each 
month it has been greatly missed. 
 
We hope that it will be possible to resume in due course but inevitably some new cooks, 
helpers and drivers will be needed.  As we work in four teams it is quite a small commitment, 
just three hours three times a year. If you feel you could help do please speak to me as we will 
soon start planning a way forward. Thank you. 

Liz Belsham, Co-ordinator 

“Cuppa and Chat” Club and "Chat and Do”. 
These two social/support groups had been developing really well both in numbers and 
opportunities to share good and bad news, concerns about many things that worry us, stories 
of happy things that have given us joy.  
 
Hopefully, we will soon be able to resume these valuable meetings, depending on the freedom 
to meet together and the availability of the meeting rooms. When we do meet again offers of 
help to drive some of our less able guests would be appreciated. Thank you. 

Liz Belsham, Co-ordinator 

Flowers in Church 
Fortunately, our Christmas flowers from Christmas 2019 lasted well into January so that many 
people were able to enjoy them. The pedestal was then decorated each week, the flowers 
often donated by church members in memory of a loved one, until the first full lockdown when 
the church was closed. As a result, we were sadly unable to decorate the Church for Easter as 
we usually do. 
 
The pedestal was however decorated for the confirmation service held at All Saints when the 
Bishop of Bradwell presided. We were also able decorate the pedestal and the Advent Wreath 
for our Christmas Services. 
 
Sadly, this was all we were able to do in 2020 but thank you to all our volunteer flower 
arrangers and donors for their continued support in these difficult times. 

Christine McFarland 
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Chelmsford Food Bank (H4H)- 
 
The Chelmsford Foodbank is a charitable organisation which comprises of six distribution 
centres across Chelmsford and a warehouse based in Beehive Lane. 
 
The Foodbank is dependent on the generosity of the public. Donations come many sources 
including donations from us, here at All Saints’. 
 
The Foodbank provides 3 days’ worth of emergency food supplies to those who are struggling 
to put food on the table. Families and individuals in need are given vouchers by Citizens’ Advice 
or Children’s Centres to enable them to collect the boxes from one of the distribution centres. 
 
We were able to collect donations in church for the first 3 months of 2020, until we went into 
lockdown in March. The items left in the box in the church porch are collected weekly and are 
taken to the main warehouse in Beehive Lane, usually once a fortnight, depending on the 
quantity. 
 
As yet we have not restarted the collections but hope to in the near future. 
 
Thank you to the congregation of All Saints’ for your continued generosity and kindness in 
supporting the Chelmsford Foodbank. 

Nicola Howard 

House Groups 

Lawn Lane House Group 
The Lawn Lane groups meets on Thursday evenings.  As usual, we were all very happy to be 
meeting again early in 2020.  We spent a considerable amount of time discussing our plans for 
2020 and thought we were going to be busy. Sadly everything paused, and like all groups, we 
are looking very forward to the end of lockdown. Once again, we thank Liz Belsham for her 
hospitality and especially for the home-made cakes! 

Joy Bome 

Chichester Drive Group 
None of us could have predicted how this year would turn out to be when we began studying a 
York Course entitled ‘Can We Build a Better World?’. We managed four of the five sessions 
before we were forced to stop meeting because of lockdown.   
 
However, as the year progressed and small numbers were allowed to meet outside, we had one 
or two social meetings in parks or gardens.  As the weather changed, we tried ‘Zoom’ and then 
felt that perhaps we could start meeting as a house group rather than just a social group. This 
allowed us to finish the booklet we had started studying in the new year and move on to our 
present booklet which takes the musical ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ as its format and this is proving 
to be a successful choice.  
 
Our group has expanded again, and we have been able to welcome another new member. 
Although ‘Zoom’ makes meeting possible, it isn’t ideal and we all look forward to the day when 
once again, we can meet in houses. 

Anne Walton 
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Totnes Walk House Group 
We are a small and friendly group of six who meet in the homes of our members.  We meet 
twice a month - on the second Wednesday and the last Wednesday and aim to hold meetings 
during every month throughout the year. We only cancel a meeting if too many of our 
members are away on holiday that day. At the end of July and in December we usually enjoy 
social evenings. 

It is a feature of our group that all members are encouraged to contribute to the leadership of 
the group, and we value everybody's contribution. Our meetings begin at 8:00 p.m. with 
refreshments and a chat.  Our prayer and bible study sessions begin with prayers at 8:30 p.m. 
and end with the Grace at 10:00 p.m. 

During 2019 we started looking at a series of studies from the “Sermon on the Mount”, which 
we continued into the early part of 2020, until our meetings were suspended due to the Corona 
Virus Pandemic. We considered moving to Zoom, but with two of our members not having 
access to the internet, we decided to suspend meetings, anticipating (incorrectly) that 
restrictions would be eased in the Autumn. We have been unable to meet since then, although 
we continue to keep in contact by phone. 

Early in 2021 Beryl Symes, a long-term member of our group, died suddenly. She will be sorely 
missed for her helpful insights, commitment and evident joy in Jesus, her Saviour. 

Dave Gauld 
 

Green Close House Group 
During the lockdown we have continued to meet online on the second and fourth Wednesday 
afternoons each month, except for one occasion when it was lawful for us to meet in the 
garden and the weather was good enough. Two of our eight members don’t feel able to join us 
online, but we do keep in touch with them and let them know what we are studying. 

We have also continued our practice of looking at two of the readings for the principal service 
on the following Sunday. In February we changed this slightly by including the Psalm as one of 
the readings. This has enabled us to look carefully at Biblical verses which rarely receive our 
close attention. At our first meeting in Lent we discussed Psalm 22, which some think Jesus was 
recalling as He hung on the Cross. Leadership of the discussions moves around the group. 

We are the only All Saints’ home group meeting in the afternoons and always welcome new 
members. Do contact us if you would like an invitation to one of our Zoom meetings. 

Keith Otter 

All Saints’ Ramblers and Amblers 
Unfortunately, there is very little to report as we have not done any walks/rambles in the last 
year and like other walking groups we will have to wait until we get the ‘all clear’ from the 
government to start up again.  

We did not have our Weekend away last year and we are still waiting to get our deposit back 
from the Watermill Hotel in Hemel Hempstead and would ask our members for patience 
please....as soon as the Hotel refunds the money, we will settle up with everyone straight away.  

Karin Seeman Hon. Secretary 

Prayer Ministry Team  
Because of the circumstances relating to the pandemic the team has not been able to meet but 
we have continued to keep in regular contact via the telephone and internet. 
 
The team continues to experience a steady call for its ministry, continuing to pray with and for 
individuals when we have received news or people have contacted us.  
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Sadly, the monthly prayer meetings on the first Wednesday of the month in the quiet room 
have not taken place. Meditations for Advent and Lent were also sadly missed. I continue to do 
the monthly Prayer Corner for the magazine, so I have used this to help people on their 
journeys at these special times. This remains available on the church website together with our 
contact details. 
 
As always, I must thank the rest of the team for all their dedication, support and hard work to 
continue provide this essential ministry particularly at this rather difficult time – let’s hope 
normal times will return soon. 

Marion Hodges – on behalf of the Prayer Ministry Team 
 

Postage Stamps 

Many thanks to those who have continued to save their stamps during this lockdown.  When 
we can return to church, please bring them in and leave them in the Post Box, which is near the 
door into the hall.  The Children’s Society is always grateful to receive them.  Generally, there 
are fewer stamps about, possibly due to franking of envelopes, so please keep saving. 

WorkAid 

WorkAid is a charity dedicated to helping people help themselves.  WorkAid tackles poverty 
mainly in East Africa and the UK.  They collect, refurbish, and then supply tools and equipment 
to self-help groups and vocational training projects.  No donations were being accepted during 
2020 due to the pandemic but will resume in 2021 as soon as circumstances allow. 

Copper Club 

The Copper Club which started in 1986 sadly closed at the end of October 2020.  It has proved a 
useful way of providing our church with many items it would not have had otherwise.  
However, over the last couple of years the amount donated has fallen- perhaps because people 
do not use coinage so much, hence very little copper!  Our grateful thanks to everyone who 
took part. 

Gina Shadrack 
 

2nd Springfield All Saints Guides 

Well, it has been a strange year! 2nd Springfield Guides had booked and paid for a weekend camp 
at Belchamps Scout Camp, Hockley, Essex from Friday 27th March through to Sunday 29th March 
2020. 17 Guides and 4 adults were looking forward to a fun filled, themed weekend “I’m a 
Celebrity get me out of the Jungle”. A big jar of bugs and snake jelly sweets were purchased and, 
as with all guiding activities, sew on badges were ordered. UK Girl Guiding paused all face-to-face 
activities on 16 March 20. Fortunately, the bulk of the supplies had not been bought so I did not 
have to eat my way through mountains of food!  
 
Our last meeting in the church hall was on 10 March 2020. 
 
Like the whole of the world, we had a break whilst trying to get our heads around how to run 
virtual meetings and started our new adventure on Tuesday 9th June. Since then, we have met 
on a regular basis in line with our normal guiding terms.  
 
We had a virtual sleepover in August. The leaders loved it – able to sleep in their own beds and 
not having to get up several times during the night reminding the girls to quieten down and go 
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sleep! Instructions and materials were dropped off at the Guides homes before the weekend. 
The Guides were given some tasks to do in their own time like making a den to sleep in (could be 
inside their home or in their garden) make a LED torch, cook their breakfast and we met up at 
set times, virtually, over the Saturday and Sunday and shared stories and pictures. We toasted 
marshmallows over a tea light and made a cake in a mug. 3 girls made their Guide Promise on 
the Sunday morning – I am sure they won’t forget that in a hurry. It was great fun! 
 
Over the months. during our weekly virtual sessions, we have completed an Escape Room, played 
games, completed crafts and worked towards badges.  We had a “Bring a pet to our meeting” 
evening, which would never had been possible if we met face to face. We met cats, dogs, rabbits, 
a hamster and a gerbil.  
One week some goats from Cronkshaw Fold Farm joined our meetings and at the end of the 
month, the team from Essex Reptile Encounters will help us to learn all about snakes and reptiles 
– thankfully virtually! 
 
We do try and keep the meetings similar to our face-to-face meetings – albeit singing our Taps 
at the end of each meetings can be a little painful to the ears.  
We have lost some girls on the way. Some girls or families just didn’t settle with virtual meetings, 
some hit virtual fatigue, and some reached the magic age of 14 and it was time to stop. We have 
also had some new girls join us, moving up from Brownies and ready for a new challenge, and 
this year we have welcomed a new adult to the leadership team.  
 
5 girls will be taking their Guide promise on 2nd March 21. 
 
Girl Guiding UK has worked extremely hard in adapting many aspects of our programme to assist 
with delivering in the virtual world. Training online for adults has continued. Girl Guiding UK 
follow the guidance from the National Youth Association Prepare for Life| National Youth Agency 
(nya.org.uk) with regards to COVID-19 and the future of meeting in person. 
 
We look forward to the day when we can meet up safely and securely in the church, but until 
such time we are continuing to enjoy our virtual environment. 

Judy Mond, Guide Leader 

The Guild of Bell Ringers  

At the Annual Meeting of the Guild in February, there were no elections to Ringing Membership 
and all the Guild Officers were re-elected, so we continued with 11 Ringing members on the Roll. 
 
Service ringing was curtailed after the 15th of March due to the first COVID19 lockdown. With 
the introduction of the tier system and on completion of the necessary risk assessments we were 
allowed to ring for services from the beginning of August until the 25th of October after which 
we were placed in tier 2 and ringing once again had to cease and did not resume. 
 
There were six weddings planned for 2020 and we were able to ring for only the first of these in 
February. Thanks to Michael Turner for arranging the band to ring for this Wedding. 
 
We achieved a prompt start to our Quarter Peal ringing in 2020 and were fortunate to achieve 
three of these before the first lockdown started. A Quarter Peal is a continuous session of ringing 
lasting roughly 45 minutes and these are generally rung to mark special services and occasions 
of local and national importance.  

https://nya.org.uk/
https://nya.org.uk/
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One quarter peal was rung by a band composed entirely of Guild members. We rang 7 doubles 
methods for Evening service. 
 
Two of our quarter peals had visiting ringers in the band hence are classified as non-guild 
quarters. The first of these was of St. Clements College Bob Minor rung to welcome Dalham and 
Artem Mallett into the Church family through Baptism this day and as a Birthday compliment to 
the ringers of 2 (Richard Wilson) and 4 (Ian Calvert). The second quarter peal was of Plain Bob 
Minor rung to celebrate the birth of Lucy Joan Spalding on 19/2/20, a Granddaughter to the 
ringer of 2 (Janice Spalding) 
 
All Guild social events such as the Dinner and the Outing were cancelled as was the Essex 
Association calendar of ringing events, so overall 2020 has been a disappointing year from a 
Church Bell ringing perspective. 

Philip D. Saunders, Ringing Master 

Women’s Fellowship 

Our last meeting in 2020 was just before the first lockdown when members met together for a 
craft afternoon making Easter cards.   This was quite a challenge as many of the members had no 
previous experience of making cards.  Each member was given a blank card, cut out crosses, a 
selection of already prepared flowers in different colours, pots of glue.  Die cutting machines 
were available for people to try for themselves. At the end of the afternoon everyone had made 
a beautiful Easter card.  
 
During the periods of lockdown, members have been kept in touch with regular phone calls 
making sure that all was well.  Any concerns were passed on to Susan or Roger.  The members 
have remained positive, all supporting one another with phone calls and prayer support.  
 
We look forward to the time when we can all meet each other again in the not too distant future. 

Doreen Cox 

Church Garden 

Restrictions imposed under the Coronavirus pandemic severely reduced the number of times 
that the team of gardening volunteers could meet on first Saturdays in 2020. Social distancing 
rules meant that new methods of working, alone or in single household teams, were introduced 
when we could resume in the summer, but we missed out on our usual break time for coffee 
and a chat and on our July date with the Lunch Club members. 
 
During the year we have, as far as we could, maintained the outside areas. The seasonal 
planters in the inner courtyard have been temporarily removed, with some of the small shrubs 
from there planted out to new positions in the ground, as they were suffering from a lack of 
watering.  
 

Despite all this there continued to be most welcome and kind comments about how good the 
grounds looked for our attention, so I am very grateful to those who have turned up to help 
when we were able to meet.  
 

The team of grass cutters did keep the large lawn areas mown throughout the season. Cutting 
all the grass every 1-2 weeks is a big job but makes such a difference to the look of the grounds. 
My grateful thanks therefore also go to them for their hard work last year.  
 



REPORTS FROM PAROCHIAL ORGANISATIONS – Year Ending December 2020 

11 | P a g e  
 

As always, anyone who would like to join either the team on the first Saturday in the month, or 
the grass cutting rota would be very welcome, as we are hoping to be back to more normal 
arrangements in 2021. 

Barbara Garside 

All Saints Pre-school 

January 2020 started like every year at the pre-school, full of hope and promise of a happy and 
successful year ahead.  Our pre-school committee, made up of myself and Julie and several 
parents, began the long and difficult process of changing from being a committee run group to 
a CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation).  We felt this was necessary to safeguard the 
committee as under the current system each member of the committee is personally, 
financially liable should the group find itself in financial difficulties.  Having charitable status 
along with a registered charity number will also enable us to access more funds via donations 
from some companies.  We are trying to ensure the long-term survival of the pre-school in 
these difficult times.  Early years settings are significantly underfunded.    
 
By the end of January however the World had already begun to change due to a virus, which 
quickly came to known as the coronavirus pandemic.  The pre-school, along with everything 
else non-essential, were told to close on March 23rd.  We were able to furlough some of our 
staff.  The govt funding scheme continued to pay for closed groups and so fortunately we were 
still able to pay the staff.  We kept in constant touch with our parents both via our Face book 
page and by email.  The staff were posting activities for the children to try at home such as 
science experiments and craft ideas.  I was recording weekly stories for the children and 
uploading them to Face book.  We kept the group running as best we could but remotely. 
 
We were told that pre-school could re-open under tight restrictions at the beginning of June.  
We had to limit the staff and separate the children into bubble groups.  We also had to tell our 
parents that they were no longer allowed into the building.  Five out of eight staff were brought 
back in to work. The rest had to remain furloughed.  We divided the hall and the outside area in 
half using plastic fencing attached to bamboo canes taped to chairs.  Crude but effective.  We 
had 16 children wanting to return and so we split into two groups of 8.  We owe a great deal of 
thanks to Dave Gauld who erected a small gazebo outside for us for the children’s personal 
belongings and painted social distance markers on the path leading to the rear gate.  He also 
blocked off the hall and kitchen to ensure our sole use. A hand cleaning station was set up for 
all children before entering the gate.  We wrote a comprehensive cleaning schedule to ensure 
the premises were thoroughly cleaned every day and everything the children had played with 
was either sprayed with Dettol or soaked in Milton.   
 
We continued this way until the end of July.  We wanted to give our children a summer party 
and have our usual presentation for our children leaving for school.  We decided to have two 
party’s running simultaneously.  Luckily the sun smiled down on us that day so we were 
outside.  We invited the parents of the leavers to stand or sit on the grass outside, all while 
maintaining the required distance to watch the leavers get presented with their gift. We also 
said ‘good bye’ to Mrs Ann Salmon who had decided to retire. Ann has been at the group for 
many years and was a very popular member of staff. Needless to say, it was a very emotional 
day!! 
 
When the new term started in September, not much had changed apart from we no longer 
needed bubble groups and the staff were all finally reunited.  We had to settle new children 
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into the group without allowing parents to come in with them.  They all managed surprisingly 
well.  We also welcomed a new staff member to the team.  Mrs Tina Butler.  Tina settled very 
quickly and has proven herself to be a great asset. 
 
One of our parents spearheaded a fundraising drive to try to recoup some of the money we lost 
through not having our spring fair.  She organised raffles throughout the autumn term and 
made over £1000 for us.  This meant we could still buy what we needed to support our children 
and give them a Christmas party. 
 
When Christmas approached, we still wanted to perform our Nativity with the children as it is 
always the highlight of the year.  As parents were still not allowed in, a member of staff 
borrowed a video camera and filmed it.  It was edited with titles and still photographs added by 
a staff members daughter, and then sold to the parents.  We were so proud of how well they all 
did. 
 
The very strange year was finished off with a Christmas party.  We even found a way to invite a 
socially distanced Father Christmas!!! 
 
In conclusion, it has been an extremely challenging year but the wonderful staff I have the 
privilege of working with have gone above and beyond to ensure the health and safety of all 
children, parents and other staff members at the group.  We are a united group who all help 
each other through the dark days. I am also grateful that our vicar, Susan Iskander drops by 
whenever possible to offer her support.  We don’t feel so alone on this difficult journey 
knowing we have strong support behind us. 
 
Our quest to become a CIO is ongoing. 

Sue Tokley, Supervisor 
 

2nd Springfield (All Saints) Rainbows  

         Have been doing really well, we have 6 girls joining the Zoom calls weekly. Last term we 

worked worked towards the ‘Under the Stars    ’ badge as well as Animal Lover which they all 
enjoyed looking after either a real animal or pretend one.  
 
This term we will be working towards our Agility badge & Nature badge, so far the girls have 

enjoyed making snowman          as well as drawing a picture of their garden covered in snow. The 
girls have enjoyed all the games we have played their favourites are shopping basket, Simon 
says and lots of scavenger hunts.  
 

The Rainbows          have missed meeting at hall & they are hoping to get back there as soon as 
possible,  

Jyoti Fisk, Woody Owl            

2nd Springfield (All Saints) Brownies 

Having not had a face-to-face meeting since 10th March 2020, we have spent the past year 
holding our meetings via Zoom. It has been a challenge, but we have managed to complete lots 
of different activities with the much-appreciated support from the parents. 
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Our activities have included: 

• Completing the Make change skills builder,  

• the Live smart skills builder badge with activities exploring a variety tool,  

• making Fajitas. 
 
In November we made fireworks in a jar, marshmallow rockets, and completed the 
Remembrance of Stones Unit meeting activity where we painted stones and talked about 
Remembrance Day.  
 
For the rest of November and December we completed a fun Penguin challenge badge, making 
penguin crackers, Rafts to float penguin biscuits on, Pop up penguin card and our favourite a No 
sew sock penguin. Finishing of the end of the year with a zoom party, making chocolate truffles 
and playing party games. 
 
In January we had fun with more unit meeting activities making a sock puppet, building a tent 
theatre and starting our Express myself skills builder which we will finish this half term. Our last 
meeting before the easter holidays we will be making a towel bunny rabbit which will have a 
creme egg in and decorating wooden eggs.  
 
We have been lucky that we are still having new girls wanting to join our unit and our zoom 
meetings. 
 
We cannot wait to get back into the hall for our meetings and see everyone in person.  
 

Vicki Knight (Brown Owl), 2nd Springfield All Saints Brownies. 

The Boys’ Brigade – 7th Chelmsford Company  

The 7th Chelmsford Boys’ Brigade have had a hugely different year with some of the programme 
being delivered face to face but the majority being delivered via Zoom.  Covid-19 has had a 
huge impact on everything and everyone and our company was no exception.   
 

From the outset of COVID we were undecided on what to do and unsure on how long the initial 
lockdowns may last but took the decision to deliver our programme via Zoom.  This has proved 
to be a great success all the way through the company with Juniors and Company sections 
getting nearly 100% attendance each week.  It has proved slightly harder for Anchors as they do 
like to run around so the additional screen time for some was a little much, however those not 
attending will return when we go back to face to face meetings.   
 

We had a small reprieve when Anchors and Juniors returned to the church at the end of 2020 
and enjoyed some activities together including our hunt the officer in the churchyard and light 
party.  If it didn’t scare the boys, I think some of us officers struggled to sleep!!   
 

We have maintained really good numbers as we have kept that interaction and please see 
below the reports from each of the sections talking about their own experiences of what can 
only be described as a challenging year. 
 

Anchor Boys 
The Anchors have continued to enjoy a varied face-to-face but mainly virtual programme 
produced by Boys' Brigade HQ and led by Nicki Lee, David White and regularly supported by 
James, one of our Senior Boys. They have covered a number of activity areas to fulfil the boy's 
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badge records - Get Active, Get Adventurous, Get Creative, Get into the Bible, Get Involved and 
Get Learning.  
 

Activities that the Boys have taken part in have included a Light Party, a Scavenger Hunt 
following a route from the church, along Springfield Green, Exeter Road, Tavistock Road, 
Bodmin Road, Lawn Lane and back to the Church, Parliament Week, BB Christmas Art 
Competition, Rockets built with Lego, a Noah's Ark themed evening, and a Virtual Zoo visit. If 
you'd like to see more of what we get up to, please check out our Facebook page 
(@7thChelmsford). 
 

Having done a recruitment drive on Facebook last autumn, we are pleased to announce that 3 
new boys have since joined our Anchors section meaning we've doubled our numbers this 
term! A positive start in growing the size of our Section, and the Company too. 
 

Junior Section 
The Junior Section is still led by Stuart Powell, Liam White, David Winter and Mick Splarn.  We 
have been running with 4 boys this year, with 3 regular attenders, 2 of which will achieve their 
gold award at the end of the year, the highest award in Junior Section. 
 

We run a varied programme with some ideas taken from the national Boys' Brigade scheme 
similar to the aforementioned Anchor programme.  Boys’ Brigade have designed a very good 
online resource available for all officers to use covering all aspects of the badge scheme.  We 
will continue to use this when we eventually return to normal meetings. 
 

Our Zoom evening would start with a bible story and discussion often bringing the meaning of 
the story to everyday life.  We would then run an achievement class where we have made 
origami mice, learnt about modes of transport, countries and cultures of the world, making 
flags, modes of communication and much more.  We finish the evening by playing a game, this 
could be a quiz, making the boys collect different items in their house or playing some of the 
games we would play in the hall to get them active.  I’m sure the parents really enjoy this bit!! 
 

We are all looking forward to getting back to the church so we can concentrate on a 
recruitment campaign to help grow our numbers. 
 

Company and Senior Section 
The Company and Senior Section are continuing with online meeting every week. We have 11 
boys regularly attending along with our 4 officers, Martin, Jonny, Dan and Rob. 
Although we have not been able to meet in person, we have continued with an adapted 
programme which we are able to deliver online each week. Despite the challenges, the boys 
have responded well to the changes and all those that have attended are on route to receiving 
all badges.  
 

Each week we have started our meetings with Devotions. Since the start of the academic year, 
we have discussed themes or topics to complement our programme, such as love, thinking, and 
thankfulness. We have also incorporated national awareness weeks into our devotional 
schedule, including anti-bullying week and road safety week.  
 

The Company and Senior sections have continued to run as distinct groups for their classes, 
using the zoom breakout rooms. We have continued to develop the skills of our boys through 
these remote sessions, engaging them with a variety of different activities. Some of the 
activities the boys have taken part in include podcasting, creating a flick book, discovering maps 
of the local area, and baking cookies.  
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Although we have not been able to attend competitions over the last year, we hope that when 
we are able to, we will defend the numerous trophies we already have in the cabinet as well as 
bringing home some others. 
 

We are very thankful to the boys and their families for their continued support.  
 

Conclusion 
Our company has maintained contact with a majority of our boys during COVID which has been 
a great achievement and has enabled us to keep some normality in the boys’ life during this 
time.  When we eventually return our aim is to grow the company and build numbers in both 
Anchor and Junior sections to feed into the future growth of company and seniors. 
 
We have spaces available, so if you have a son/grandson or anyone else you know who might 
be interested in joining our Anchors (school Y1-3) or Juniors (school Y4-6) sections on Mondays 
during term time at 6pm, please contact Liam White 
on captain@7thChelmsford.org.uk or 07837 260031. 
 
I would like to finish our update by thanking Susan and All Saints Church for their continued 
support and prayer.  We hope to see you all soon at our next parade service. 

The Officers of 7th Chelmsford Boys’ Brigade 

mailto:captain@7thChelmsford.org.uk
tel:07837%20260031

